CITY OF NORTH CHARLESTON

APRIL, 2018

Emergency Preparedness Newsletter
Flooding

Know the terms!
Flood/flash flood WATCH: a flood or
flash flood is possible

Flood/flash flood WARNING: a
flooding or flash flooding is already
occurring or will occur very shortly.
TAKE IMMEDIATE SAFETY ACTION

1. Before

• Find out if you are

located in a flood
plain, and if so, see
if you are eligible
for flood insurance.
• Find out if local

streams and rivers
nearby flood easily
• Make sure to have

access to NOAA
radio broadcasts

2. During

• Boil tap water until

authorities deem it
appropriate to
drink safely

3. After

• Alert family and

friends you are
safe
• Do not return to

• Avoid contact with

floodwater. Do not
walk, swim or drive
through it.
• Stay out of areas

subject to flooding.

1

areas that have
been evacuated
until you are
cleared to do so.
• Keep out of

hazardous sites
and flooded areas.

CITY OF NORTH CHARLESTON

JANUARY, 2018

KING TIDES

What is it?… “King Tide” is a non-scientific term that is used to
describe the highest seasonal tides that occur each year. These tides
occur when a spring tide takes place when the moon is closet to Earth
during the 28-day elliptical orbit. King Tides cause flooding to be more
intensified, and can affect areas that are not usually affected.

What happens during this?…

During King Tide nuisance
flooding occurs. Nuisance flooding is the water level above the minor
flooding threshold.

What does the future look like?…

The frequency of nuisance is
expected to increase due to gradual sea level rise. In the Charleston area
from 2007-2013, the average amount of nuisance flooding was about 23
days. By 2022, NOAA projects the Charleston area will see over 30 days of
nuisance flooding

What can you do to help?… Avoid playing and walking in flood
water as it is dangerous and contains harmful bacteria, and chemicals.
Keep storm drains clear of debris and litter. Install permeable pavement
if possible. Educate yourself and others to become more aware of coastal
flooding. Use public transportation, walk and bike whenever possible.
Support efforts that address sea level rise and flood risk reduction in
your community.
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Informational Links
Enough Pie: http://enoughpie.org/awakeningv/
Enough Pie is a movement that brings awareness to
coastal flooding through public art. On April 29-May 26, 2017
artists, scientists and organizations educated the public
through art, festivals, parades, lectures and events. The
enough pie website provides some of the artwork, videos and
information about the flooding, in a more hands on way. This
website provides information on the rising waters that affect
us and that will continue to affect the surrounding areas.

City of North Charleston Flood Protection-Safety
Tips: http://www.northcharleston.org/Residents/
Environment-Information-(1)/Flood-PlainManagement/Flood-Protection-Safety-Tips.aspx
On the City of North Charleston’s website, there are safety
tips highlighting important steps that should be taken to
mitigate any further issues. One can find evacuation
information, preparation tips, what to do before, during, and
after a flood and insurance information.

American Red Cross Flood Safety: http://

www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-foremergencies/types-of-emergencies/flood#Before
The American Red Cross website provides valuable
information about flooding and how to prepare yourself, your
family and your property.
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