
Once again neighbors came with hammers, saws, and a plan.  A 
wheelchair ramp was to be built for their neighbor, John 
O’Sullivan, a longtime resident and active volunteer in the Coosaw 
community.  John had suffered a 
stroke in the fall of 2010 and has 
since been in rehab.  This “Motley 
Crew” of neighbors took it upon 
themselves to make John’s home-
coming a little easier by building a 
ramp to provide wheelchair  

access 
into his 
home. 
The crew was spearheaded by Past POA 
President Jim Howell and his son Ray. 
The project spent well over 40 hours in-
cluding procuring permits, materials, and 
the construction of the ramp. The materi-
als were purchased at Lowe’s, which nor-
mally provides a 10% discount to Active 

and Retired Military Person, but Lowe’s was generous in increasing 
the discount and assisted in obtaining materials they do not nor-
mally stock. Sonny Kerce, Kerco Construction, provided professional 
construction advice to the crew at NO charge. 

Many thanks to all the volunteers for taking time from their daily 

lives to help a Coosaw 

neighbor. Also, to Lowe’s for 

their contribution, they deserve 

our support. To John, thank you 

for all you have done while liv-

ing in Coosaw. The Coosaw 

community wishes you a speedy 

recovery. 
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In 2010, Jim Howell, President, requested that a small team to assemble a comprehensive database 

of physical assets, (roads, street lights & signs, etc.) that are Common Property of the Owners’ As-

sociation and that can be expected to require substantial repair and/or replacement.  The purpose 

of this effort is as a planning tool for the future accrual and expenditure of Capital Reserves.  

Charlie Davis, Mike Sujka and Rich Symuleski have been working together on this effort with a 

database that has been assembled and is now being validated. 

 

Last fall the team focused on a detailed inspection of all of the roads, in part because the TRICO 

Study projected major expenditures on roads in 2011.  In general, we found that our roads are 

holding up relatively well, and by performing limited maintenance on specific damaged sections, 

we can extend the time period between repaving projects as projected by Trico. As a result of our 

inspection, we are confident that we can substantially reduce expenditures originally envisioned 

by TRICO by focusing primarily on those portions of the network showing 

the most degradation.  At this time, pending asphalt prices, we anticipate 

conducting the following work in 2011: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESURFACING:    Persimmon Woods Dr. between & Buck Creek Ct.  

           Sweet Gum, Sawgrass Dr. between Persimmon Woods  & 

           Buck Creek Ct, Sweet Gum Crossing between  

                                  Persimmon Woods Dr. & Upper Club Course Dr. 

 

CRACK SEALING: Several streets show considerable centerline and curb to 

           curb cracking. Sealing the most severely cracked areas should extend road life 

           at least 3 to 5 years. 

 

PATCHING:            Several locations, primarily in the POA Office Parking Lots. 

 Have You Lost Us? 

 

In November 2010 the Owners’ Association 

and the Club joined together in forming one 

website for Coosaw Creek.  Both entities are 

assessing areas we have in common to deter-

mine potential savings beneficial to both.   

Click on to www.coosawcreek.com to locate 

us. 

 

The website has all the information as before: POA Office 

Hours;  Dates of Meetings;  Past Presentations;  Board Mem-

bers;  POA Committees and Members;  Rules and Regula-

tions;  Covenants;  ARB Form;  Visitor Pass Information;  

Contractor Listings;  2011 Recycle Schedule;  Newsletters;  

and a variety of links for the area. 

   Now you know where to find us, why not take a look? 

 

 

Children under 16 
CAN NOT drive golf 
carts in Coosaw. Not 
only is it dangerous 

but also illegal. 

 
Current plans are to develop and issue and RFP Bid Package to several contractors by the end of 

March and conduct the work in the May to July timeframe, if asphalt costs are reasonable.  

Reserve Study 
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THANKS TO DAN SVRECK!!! 

The Coosaw Creek Owners’ Association would like to 

thank Dan Svreck, a member of the Disaster Prepared-

ness Committee, for writing a grant proposal to the City 

of North Charleston.  Mayor Keith Summey and Coun-

cilman Ed Astle were also instrumental in helping to secure the grant in the 

amount of $1,999.95 from the City.  The award was announced at the Own-

ers’ Association December 2010 Annual Meeting. 

 

The Disaster Preparedness Committee has used the grant money to equip 

the Emergency Response Team with colorful identification vests and hard 

hats.  The Response Team will use these items in training exercises and in 

actual responses to emergencies and natural disasters. 

                                                         Thanks Dan for a job well done! 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer to be a Block  

 Captain 

Volunteers to take the ham 

radio course 

Get Involved…..Join the 

Committee 

If you are interested, please 

contact Russ Bernard  Russ 

Bernard@yahoo.com or Wolf 

Kutter wolf.kutter@isfmt.com. 

The Coosaw Creek Disaster 

Preparedness Committee re-

cently met with the POA Board 

Of Directors to explain our ob-

jectives for 2011.  The following 

are our key objectives and 

tacks for the year. 

Objectives. 

Conduct annual re-

evaluation of the Coosaw 

Creek Disaster Prepared-

ness Plan and distribute 

this plan to all volunteer’s 

via Compact Disks 

 

Continue our outreach to 

Dorchester/Charleston 

County Emergency Prepar-

edness personnel and stay 

current on their plans. 

 

Communicate the Coosaw 

Creek Disaster Prepared-

ness plan to the community 

 

Continue our outreach to 

the Dorchester Corridor 

Homeowners Associations 

(Whitehall, Wescott, ET) 

 

Provide for Committee 

Leadership Continuity. 

The Great Central U.S. ShakeOut 

- South Carolina 

On April 28th, South Carolina 

will take part in one of the larg-

est earthquake drills in the 

United States, and we need your 

support! 

Please Register to be counted in 

the ShakeOut Drill. Encourage 

all your families, friends and 

work place to register as well. 

We all must get better prepared 

before the next big earthquake, 

and also practice how to protect 

ourselves when it happens. 

The purpose of the ShakeOut is 

to help people and organizations 

do both. 

South Carolina, along with states 

located in the central United 

States and Georgia, will partici-

pate in an earthquake drill on 

April 28, 2011 at 10:15 a.m. 

This means that wherever you 

are at that moment—at home, at 

work, at school, anywhere—you 

should Drop, Cover, and Hold On 

as if there were a major earth-

quake occurring at that very mo-

ment and stay in the position for 

at least 60 seconds. 

Register today for The Great 

ShakeOut! Visit: http://

www.shakeout.org/centralus/

certmembers/ 

Disaster Preparedness Committee 

“Charleston lies on a fault line 

known as the Woodstock fault, 

the adjusting layers caused a 

severe quake in 1886 destroying 

hundreds of homes” 
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Architectural Review Board (ARB)                                                    Landscaping & Roads 

  Mark Bauknight      767-4546          mbauknight@atc-hq.com         Jim Weathers      767-8368   jim@cathedralofpraise.org 

Disaster Preparedness                                                                         Clint Noren          552-7579      cnoren@earthlink.com   

  Russ Bernard           552-4541          russbenard@yahoo.com          Safety and Security 

  Wolf Kutter              767-0628          kutterwd@bellsouth.net           David Stinson     552-0280      vholvuba@cs.com 

Government Affairs                                                                               Stan Hall            552-7203      stan@charleston.net 

  Richard Hayes         225-1882           rhayes73@aol.com  

POA Committee Chairmen 

       Government Affairs Committee 

Tri-County Regional Development Planning.   

In a letter from our County Council Member Larry Hargett: 

As the Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester Council of Governments (BCDCOG) advances its initiative to develop 
a regional plan, we encourage tri-county residents and business owners to continue participating in the con-
versation. Though we are experiencing a recession that challenges economic stability, we have an opportu-
nity to establish a vision for our future and direct our collective energies and resources to achieving that vi-
sion. 

Developing consensus on how to achieve the vision is a key step in the process. An effective way to accom-
plish this is through the use of scenario planning, which allows us to test the impact of today's choices on 
tomorrow's future.  Through the development and comparison of plausible scenarios, we can weigh choices 
and make informed decisions on how best to realize regional aspirations. Four different scenarios are cur-
rently under development for public consideration as part of the next phase of Our Region Our Plan.  These 
scenarios will utilize the insights gathered from the 2008 regional forum, the cluster workshops conducted in 
each county in October 2010, the Urban Land Institute's 2008 Reality Check, the Place Matters' 2010 Creat-
ing Resilient Communities (CRC) scenario planning process, a compilation of existing municipal and county 
plans, and the feedback from the BCDCOG's Regional Land Use and Technical Committees.   Look for a re-
lease of the scenarios and the results of their evaluation to be delivered at the next round of public input 
meetings currently scheduled for late spring 2011. An agreed upon preferred scenario gives our region a de-
cision-making tool to help us direct growth and development, human and economic resources, as well as 
transportation investments. 

 For updated information and news, please see BCDCOG's Our Region Our Plan website, 
www.OurRegionOurPlan.org. 

The Association would like to remind the residents that our Covenants and the City of North 

Charleston ordinance requires that garbage receptacles not be placed at the street before 12 hours 

of the next day’s earliest possible pick-up and that receptacles be RETRIEVED promptly.  Trash 

and debris should not be deposited at the street before 24 hours of the next day’s pickup.   

Owners are reminded that the city ordinance requires all contractors, including landscap-

ing services, to remove the debris generated by their work. 

  

   Trash Receptacles and Landscape Material 

http://www.OurRegionOurPlan.org.Coosaw


We continue to experience a number of thefts and incidents of vandalism within the community.  Since 

mid-December, we have had at least 12 incidents—most involved vehicles parked in driveways.  In most 

cases, small electronics were stolen from the vehicles; several owners had cash stolen as well.  In several 

cases, owners had left the vehicle unlocked, although most reported to the NCPD that the vehicles had 

been locked.  There were also several thefts from open garages. On at least one occasion vandals defaced 

and destroyed private property. 

While we continue to work with the NCPD to help identify actions we can take to improve our security 

efforts, we ask all residents to take the following actions:   

                                   Keep your vehicles locked when parked in your driveway. 

                 Make sure you keep garage doors locked—especially at night. 

                 Report any suspicious activity to the North Charleston Police Department 207-0666 

If you see strangers walking around at night, or see strange vehicles cruising the neighbor-

hood, please report these types of activities.  Residents should also remember that THEY are 

accountable for the actions of any visitors who are admitted to Coosaw Creek via passes ob-

tained for them from the resident. 

We also want to ensure that all residents receive periodic email blasts so please be sure that your cur-

rent email addresses are provided to the POA Office. 

The Security Committee is also working on a project to upgrade some of our security features such as  

installing a newer and more reliable access gate; having a more efficient software system for managing 

visitor and contractor passes; and improving the operation of the pedestrian gate to Fort Dorchester 

High School.  These improvements, along with our detailed operating procedures, should allow us to bet-

ter control access to the community. 

Architectural Review Board 

Coosaw Creek Covenants require all property owners to comply with Architectural Review 

Board (ARB) requirements when making modifications and renovations. 

ARB requirements specifically state: 

     “Homeowners making changes to their existing Coosaw Creek property which will affect the 

external appearance of the house or lot and/or landscaping are required to submit a completed applica-

tion with their plans including applicable drawings in advance of commencing work, to the CCARB.  A 

proposed change to building structures and/or landscaping such as fences, fountains, lighting, driveways, 

walks, landscape designs and statuaries must be reviewed and approved by the CCARB.” 

Property owners whose lots may have easements and/or right of ways attached to them should pay par-

ticular attention to this requirement.  Failure to comply could result in the property owner incurring fu-

ture costs and liabilities in removing, replacing or modifying such unauthorized additions/modifications 

placed in these restricted areas. 

For ARB Forms stop by the POA Office or forms can be located on the website www.coosawcreek.com 

Security Update 

“To catch the reader's atten-

tion, place an interesting 

sentence or quote from the 

story here.” 
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COOSAW CREEK IS A ZERO TOLERANCE COMMUNITY WITH REGARD TO ACTS OF VAN-

DALISM. ANYONE FOUND VANDALIZING PROPERTY WITHIN COOSAW CREEK WILL BE 

PROSECUTED TO THE FULLEST EXTENT OF THE LAW, WITHOUT REGARD TO THEIR AGE. 
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Where Were YOU for the December Annual Meeting? 

The past several years’ attendance at the Annual Meeting in December has been very low with the 

Board worried as to whether a quorum would be established.  Yes, we all have excuses as to why we did 

not attend, but by not attending YOUR voice will not be heard. 

The Annual Meeting along with the Spring/Fall Roundtable are opportunities for YOU (the property 

owners) to voice your questions, comments, concerns, or opinions on current issues.  Yes, all owners talk 

among themselves, but when it comes time for meetings YOU do not attend and tell the Board your 

thoughts. 

Below is the limited owner participation numbers in the 2010 Annual Meeting. 

Quorum needed:  174 owners and/or proxies in “Good Standing.” 

 

                 79    Proxies recorded going into the meeting before 7 pm 

                 79    Owners in “Good Standing” who signed in at the meeting 

           +    23    Additional proxies in “Good Standing” brought to the meeting by agent owners for owners 

 TOTAL 181   OWNERS AND/OR PROXIES IN “GOOD STANDING” 

 

The Spring Roundtable will be held in the Clubhouse on Tuesday, April 5th at 7 pm.  For the owners’ 

convenience you will not have to travel outside the community to attend this very informative meeting.  

It is your community too, and without YOUR active participation we all suffer.  Misunderstanding and 

second hand information leads to confusion and apathy among many of the members.  This meeting is 

designed for YOU to be informed with the activities of Owners’ Association.  Why not consider attend-

ing? 

One option the Board is considering to help in attaining the required quorum at the Annual Meeting is 

allowing owners to also file their proxies via email or fax.  This will be discussed in greater detail at the 

Spring Roundtable.  This may seem counter to our plea for increased attendance, but failure to achieve a 

quorum at the Annual Meeting really hampers Board continuity and operations.  

 

of clip art images from which you can 

choose and import into your newsletter. 

There are also several tools you can use 

to draw shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, place 

it close to the article. Be sure to place 

the caption of the image near the im-

age. 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an im-

portant part of adding content to your 

newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask your-

self if the picture supports or enhances 

the message you’re trying to convey. 

Avoid selecting images that appear to 

be out of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes thousands 

Inside Story Headline 

Maintenance of the common  areas within the community is a year round job which requires close coordi-

nation between the landscape committee and the contractor, Horizon Landscaping.  This winter the com-

mittee directed a complete overhaul of the Flag Pole Island which involved removing overgrown and/or 

diseased plants, repositioning some existing plants to improve sight lines, removal and replacement of 

sod, re-shaping the beds within the island, trimming of the trees and shrubs where needed, repair and 

updating of the existing irrigation system and re-wiring various landscape lights within the island.  The 

flagpole light was centered and positioned to provide optimum light on the flag.  The end result speaks 

for itself, and the excellent work done by the contractor has been recognized and acknowledged by visi-

tors and residents alike. 

Next up for the contractor is to freshen the beds on either side of the gate house as well as those in front 

of the POA office and around the parking lot.  The work will consist of removing diseased or unsightly 

plants, adding new plants and trimming as required. 

With the approach of spring, now is a good time for residents to assess their property and make any im-

provements to the general appearance of your turf, plants, trees and other landscape objects.  A good de-

sign will neatly edged and trimmed elements enhances the beauty and value of your property and con-

tributes to the overall beauty of the community. 

Landscape Report 



Its that time of 

year again when many of us enjoy 

the warm weather and our “Toys” 

Remember… boats, trailers, RV’s, jet 

skis, motorbikes and other such play-

things may not be parked on your 

property for more than 3 days in a 7 

consecutive day period. 

Have a great summer 
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     OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION SPRING ROUNDTABLE  

    Tuesday, April 5th at 7 pm  

 The Clubhouse 

Join the Owners' Association Board as they report on a variety of important issues  of the community. 

Items to be discussed: 

Financial update: 

Current status  

Process and status of Delinquencies 

Road repaving: 2011 and future options 

 

Security:  

Vandalism & NCPD overview 

Security Gate upgrade project 

 

Additional items: Hole #11 dumping, Wetland Maintenance & Protection, email/faxing of proxies  

Coosaw has a community wide speed limit of 25 mph.  We continue to have vehicles speeding well in ex-

cess of that limit. Each month the NCPD issues an average of 12 tickets for speeding within our commu-

nity.  With nicer weather  more walkers, joggers, bikers  and children on summer vacation will be using 

our roads.  The Owners’ Association urges all residents, visitors, and 

contractors to obey the speed limit.  We will be taking additional 

measurers at the front gate to ensure all visitors and contractors  un-

derstand and follow the speed limit in Coosaw Creek. 

Please use additional caution near the clubhouse area as there can be 

a lot of foot traffic as usage of the tennis courts, pool, etc. increase.  

Lately there have had some near-miss incidents with golf carts and 

we want to ensure all drivers obey the rules so that our roads and  fa-

cilities can be used safely by everyone. 

How Fast are YOU Driving??????? 

“To catch the reader's atten-

tion, place an interesting 

sentence or quote from the 

story here.” 

It’s that time of year when spring tree and 

shrub trimming, fertilization, and exterior 

detailing in general should be done at eve-

ryone’s home. Dead plants should be re-

placed and fresh mulch applied. 

 Please power wash walkways, driveways 

and siding to remove any stains. We ask that 

tenants notify their landlords about any 

needed exterior maintenance. 

Spring Has Sprung 


