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The Hurricane season has officially started and the height of the storm sea-

son is nearly upon us.  The Disaster Preparedness Committee, comprised of 

your neighbors and friends, has updated the Coosaw Creek Community 

Plans, undertaken training of the Block Captains, checked its equipment and 

is in the midst of additional exercises.  The most critical component of our 

plan is to ensure that you are taking the necessary 

steps for the safety of your family, and the role of 

our Block Captains is the cornerstone of this effort.  

 

Some of our Block Captains have already com-

menced a concerted outreach to communicate the 

reasons why you should have a personal Disaster 

Family Plan to protect your family.  The Block Cap-

tains are ready to share with you check lists that 

will assist you in developing your family plan. They will make sure you are 

up to date on the evacuation route Coosaw Creek resident MUST use as 

these routes have changed in recent years.  As an example, during an actual 

evacuation, I-26 and I-526 entrances and exits will be sealed from our area 

to provide improved egress from downtown Charleston, Mt. Pleasant and 

West Ashley communities.  If a mandatory evacuation is ordered, these 

check lists will remind you of the key items you need to have assembled:  

insurance policies, medicines, cash, water, flash lights, food, batteries, etc. 

 

We encourage you to respond to the Block Captain’s offer of information 

and assistance so you are able to establish your own plan for self-reliance.  

Many of our Block Captains will remain here during an emergency condition 

and will be your vital communication link to report on damage, when you 

can safely return, and to work with the rest of our team to insure the safety 

of your property and possessions.  We ask that when your Block Captain 

contacts you regarding Disaster Preparedness Information, please give it 

your highest attention.  The weather experts are predicting that this hurri-

cane season is slated to have more major storms that will hit the East Coast. 
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The Disaster Preparedness Committees has looked  at the region’s Emergency 
Support Functions, and what assistance the community can expect and what 
we must do for ourselves. The harsh reality is that in a  major emergency we 
can expect very little outside assistance in the seven to nine days following a 
significant hurricane or earthquake. This includes water, food, medicines, 
emergency repairs and debris removal. So we need you to prepare yourself 
and your family for that eventuality. 
 
We have highlighted that critical fact during each of our recent POA general membership meetings 
and the Block Captains, who are your first link for emergency assistance, will reinforce this mes-
sage in their communications to you.  You will be asked for your support for selected critical 
items—chain saws, fuel, generators, tarps, four-wheeled vehicles, etc. that you would be willing 
to loan to the community’s emergency preparedness operation team that will be maintaining an 
Emergency Response Center, and organizing recovery on the back end of a major hurricane or 
earthquake. 
 
We are of course are looking for volunteers to facilitate, and enhance our community’s efforts.  If 
you have medical training, first aid certification, or other emergency response training, we can 
use your active involvement and assistance in making sure we respond to the needs of our 
neighbors and our community.  We must be self reliant in those critical days following a major 
emergency event.  Our community has been recognized as a leader, through our planning and co-
operation with Charleston and Dorchester County Emergency Management Departments.  Other  
communities in the Low-Country are using our plan as the model for emergency preparedness, but 
we are only as effective as the effort put forth by each member of the community.  So please con-
tact your Block Captain if you are ready to help, or if you have additional questions.  A list of 
Block Captains who have or will be contacting you are shown below. 
 
Please contact Russ Bernard, russbernard@yahoo.com; Wolf Kutter, kutterwd@bellsouth.net and 
Jim Petros,  jpetros681@aol.com if you have questions. 
                                                     Coosaw Creek Disaster Preparedness Team 
 
           COOSAW CREEK DISASTER PREPAREDNESS BLOCK CAPTAINS                          
 
   Deon Knecht         John Bennett         Frank & Vella Markowski            Ann & Paul Carter                    
   Al Ross                  Steve Walker        Bob & Linda Bloomberg               Pat & Tom Roth             
   David Smoak         Barry Bodiford       Scott & Barbara Megorden          Ron & Peggy Brinson                          
   Dan Svrcek            Dick Shaw             Mike & Georgiann Sujka             Aubrey & Terri Bell  
   Deborah Henry     Mitch Mitchell        Steve Windich                            Jerry and Edna Davis                             

2 

ARE YOU READY??? (cont’d) 

POA OFFICE USE: 

The POA Office is NOT to be used for personal resident needs like use of the POA copy/fax ma-

chine.  We have heard that some residents have used the copy machine/fax after hours when the 

office is still open due to the fact the realtor is still in the building. Commercial services are avail-

able at nearby business’ for resident needs. 

POA Office hours:  Mon-Thurs. 8:30-4:30    
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First, thanks to those residents who have taken the time to call the NCPD to report suspicious ac-

tivity, vehicles or people within Coosaw Creek. This helps alert us to specific situations, vehicles 

and activity which we can then follow-up on as we do routine patrols in the neighborhood. 

We continue to see underage children driving golf carts on the Coosaw roads. Golf carts can only 

be driven in SC by licensed drivers, and only during daylight hours. We have been 

asked by the POA to enforce the laws pertaining to golf cart usage within the commu-

nity.  

Keep garage doors closed when you are not nearby, especially at night. Also keep auto-

mobile doors locked when parked in your driveway and be sure your guests/visitors do 

the same thing. 

 

Remember that driving a golf cart while under the influence of alcohol is no different than 

driving a car and can result in the same penalties! 

It’s summertime in the Low Country and your shrubs, trees, grass, plants, flowers and you 
are all suffering from the high temperatures and humidity, but it’s critical that you maintain 
your lawn maintenance schedule to avoid serious problems as the year progresses. Your grass 
needs at least one inch of water per week.  If you have and use an irriga-
tion system it takes approximately four hours of run time to equal an inch 

of water.  Set your timer to meet that goal.  Adjust as necessary when we get 
beneficial rainfall. Mother nature has been stingy this year and only recently 
have we received significant rainfall!  One thing you can do to help is mow your 
grass a little higher. As you drive through the community you see many lawns 
that have areas of very brown grass which could indicate that the grass was 
mown too short. With little or no water and the hot sun it doesn’t take long to 
burn your grass. To be safe, raise the blade and give those brown areas some ad-
ditional moisture. 

When was the last time you looked at the Landscape Guidelines? They are posted on the website 
and you are responsible to follow them. Take a tour of your property to note areas that may re-
quire attention. Correct any deficiencies and strive to keep your property in compliance. 

We have a wonderful community with beautiful homes and landscaping. If you have a problem 
with some element in your landscape, a call to one of the area landscape company’s may result in 
a quick, reasonable and effective solution. Our resident realtors will tell you that the appearance 
and condition of your landscape lays a significant role when determining the sale value of your 
home. 

LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE  

    

 WAY TO GO   
 

Congratulations to the Coosaw Creek Swim Team and Coach May 
on the successful season including winning the 2011 Coastal 
Carolina Aquatic Association Championship Meet.    

REMINDERS FROM THE NORTH CHARLESTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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FENCE REPAIRS at FORT DORCHESTER HIGH SCHOOL  

As previously reported, the POA had the fence repaired in the beginning of May and only a few 

days later the repairs were destroyed.  We wanted to take the opportunity to share some before-

and-after pictures with you.  Please be reminded that there is a High School gate on Arthur Hills 

Circle that should to be used for convenience.  Key FOB’s for the gate can be obtained from the 

POA Office. 

Please look for separate communications in the 

near future. 

As you have likely noticed the technology modernization at the Front Gate is under-

way.  Thank you for your cooperation and patience during the time when the gate 

arms were replaced.  We have had to work through a number of technology issues 

with Carolina Security and are confident that the newer technology will provide a 

greater level of reliability. 

The final phase of the project consists of the replacement of the 

computers and software that manages community access.  The 

Safety & Security Committee and Allied-Barton have taken the 

technology refresh as an opportunity to review and revise all asso-

ciated procedures and polices.  We are also in the process of view-

ing and cleaning up our records for active High School key FOB’s 

and vehicle barcode decals.   

                            FRONT GATE UPGRADE PROJECT 

AFTER 

BEFORE 
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Following the positive feedback we received from residents that took the offer 

of having an exterior home inspection performed we are working with Officer 

West on scheduling another date for free inspections. The following is some of 

the feedback we received: 

 

“….gave me several good suggestions for improving home security. He did a thorough walk around 

the outside, inside my garage & of the 1st floor.” 

 

“yes, I found it helpful to talk with Officer West. He gave me a couple of pointers, which I intend 

to follow.” 

 

“I thought it was very beneficial! I did appreciate Officer West’s time and suggestions. Most of his 

suggestions were changes we could make with very little financial outlay, but would benefit us in 

increased security. I do like the fact that he will provide us with email detailing his suggestions.” 

 

WATCH FOR THE NEXT DATE ON SCHEDULING  FREE      

INSPECTIONS! 

  

HOME INSPECTIONS BY CRIME STOPPERS 

We are currently entertaining the idea of 

having speed bumps installed around the 

Clubhouse due to an increasing number of 

close-call situations between vehicles and 

golf carts. 

      SPEED LIMIT IN COOSAW CREEK                HOME MAINTENANCE 

Keep your property in good repair, because 

the appearance of your property contributes 

positively or negatively to the overall appear-

ance of our neighborhood.  

 Take a look at your home’s 

general appearance, the con-

dition of paint, siding, brick, 

windows, doors, screens, shut-

ters, driveways, and gutters.   

Look at your siding does power 

washing need to be done?  

Don’t forget to remove pine straw and leaves 

from your roof and gutters, before water 

backs up and you have a real problem. 
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. 

 

The 2011 assessment of $979 per lot represents ~90% of the antici-

pated income to pay for POA related expenses like security, land-

scaping, utilities, insurance, etc.  Most of the remainder of the in-

come is from contractor passes at the front gate and of-

fice/storage unit rental income.  Our average monthly expenses 

total about $43,000 so the assessments are critical in order for the POA to manage ongoing opera-

tions as well as build up the reserve needed for predicated roadway maintenance, drainage im-

provements and repairs, etc. 

As of May 31, delinquent assessments for this year totaled $35,046 compared to $126,740 as of 

January 31, 2011.  There are 40 owners who have not fully paid their 2011 assessments—some 

members have made partial payments.  So we are in much better shape at this point in time than 

when we had prepared the 2011 budget relative to delinquent accounts.  We continue to assess 

late fees and interest on each of these overdue accounts.  We have approximately $32,000 over-

due from pre-2011 assessments, along with interest and penalties.  The Board continues to take 

all appropriate actions to collect the revenues owed the POA from those owners who are in ar-

rears. 

As communicated last year, we had assumed that 7% (~$41,000) of the assessments for 2011 would 

not be paid and thus not be available to use as part of our budgeting process—we are pleased with 

the progress made in collecting money owed the Association. 

From a spending standpoint we are on track to meet our budget plans for the year and should 

have ~$150,000 in cash left at the end of  the year.  We also have ~$375,000 in our reserve fund—

but will be spending some of that money (~$35,000) for the security project (discussed elsewhere 

in the newsletter) and ~$8,000 for subsidence related costs.  Over the next few months the Board 

will begin planning for the 2012 budget and assessment.  

 

                     TRASH RECEPTACLES AND LANDSCAPE MATERIAL 

                                         FINANCIAL SUMMARY—  

     THROUGH MAY 31, 2011 

The Association would like to remind the residents our Rules and Regula-

tions (Section 2a) requires that garbage receptacles not be placed curbside 

earlier than 24 hours before scheduled pick up and that receptacles be RE-

TRIEVED promptly. 

Exceptions to this rule include cleaning following storms and when trees fall 

unexpectedly. The POA should be contacted immediately and extenuating 

circumstances will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

Owners are reminded that city ordinance requires all contractors, including 

landscaping services to remove the debris generated by their work. 
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Nominees will be vetted  in 

October with the election 

at the Annual Meeting in 

December.   

 

THIS YEAR WE WILL ALSO 

BE ALLOWING VOTING VIA 

EMAIL  

LOOKING FOR RESIDENTS FOR THE POA BOARD ELECTION IN DECEMBER 

Are you interested in a job 

with lousy pay, unpredictable 

hours serving a community of 

over 600 homes? 

The POA is openly seeking 

candidates, two good women 

or two good men, or any 

combination of two of the 

proceeding. 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, 

please contact any of the 

current POA Board or Admini-

stration Office with your in-

terest. 

Over the past few months, several residents have reported near-miss incidents involving youths 

driving mini-bikes (small motorized 2-wheel bicycles) around Coosaw Creek.  These vehicles may 

also be known as “pocket bikes.” 

Operation of pocket bikes on public roads is illegal in many cit-

ies and states.  The POA is currently discussing the topic with 

the NCPD in order to better understand what the legal require-

ments are for these vehicles on our roadways.  Mini-bike riders 

(and their parents) need to keep in mind that other drivers may 

have trouble seeing them on the road, especially due to the 

disparity between mini-bikes’ small size and their high-speed 

capability. 

Although they are smaller, mini-bikes present many of the same 

hazards as full-size motorcycles, including the possibility of se-

rious head injuries to riders if an accident occurs.  As a mini-

mum precaution, parents should require children operating 

mini-bikes to wear a helmet for safety.  We also strongly en-

courage parents to ensure their children understand the hazards of these vehicles and follow the 

“rules of the road” – like stopping at stop signs, not cutting across traffic, and driving slowly in 

congested areas near the clubhouse, pool, etc. 

We remind all drivers in Coosaw Creek to obey our 25 MPH speed limit and drive cautiously at all 

times. 

MINI-BIKES  -  SAFETY ALERTS FOR OWNERS AND DRIVERS!! 
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THE WETLANDS AND #11 FAIRWAY 

In March, with concern from the vandalism, the Security Committee in Coosaw conducted a pe-

rimeter walk of the community.  During the walk along the 11th Fairway, a bridge was found built 

across the main channel through the wetlands, allowing people access into Coosaw from the 

drainage right of way through Windsor Hills.   

After dismantling the bridge  Security approached local authorities with regard to the trash and 

debris in the wetlands.  The North Charleston Public Works Department cleaned the debris which 

had accumulated in the drainage channel through the wetlands along the #11 fairway and the 

boundary with the Windsor Hills subdivision.  The debris had been the result of unauthorized 

dumping in the drainage swales within Windsor Hills, which was carried downstream by storm 

surge flows through the wetlands.  The POA will continue to monitor this area and will contact 

the Public Works Department in the future should this problem re-occur. 
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 The ARB would like to remind homeowners re-

questing tree removal to take the time in mark-

ing their trees. 

Your trees should be marked with ribbon, cloth, 

plastic string, etc.  Please do not mark the tree 

with something that can be removed easily by 

rain or your sprinkler system. Example: chalk 

If the trees are not marked the 

ARB will not approve your  re-

quest. Also, if the City of North 

Charleston arrives at your resi-

dence and the trees are not 

marked they will leave. 

Mark your trees so you will 

not prolong your approval for 

removing trees from your prop-

erty.                    

A number of residents have 

expressed concern over the 

last several months about the 

derelict, unkempt yards of the 

vacant homes within the com-

munity. At a time when homes sales seem to 

be picking up some, in part due to the new 

Boeing plant. At present there are seven such 

properties, all of which we have existing liens 

against the owners or lenders. 

At the June meeting the Board approved au-

thorizing the Landscape Committee to con-

tract with an approved contractor to mow 

these yards on a monthly frequency, which 

should improve their appearance somewhat.  

The expenses will be monitored and paid out 

of the Reserve Account and charged to each 

respective owner or as appropriate.                                                  

COOSAW CREEK COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD       

 Owners’ Association Fall Roundtable in September: 

 the date, time and place TBA 

 

    Disaster Prep. Evacuation Form rev.1 on POA website  

  www.coosawcreek.com under Forms and Files  

 

CHANGE OF NON-EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER FOR NCPD  to   843-745-1015 

The 207-0666 number goes to the precinct located at Ashley Phosphate and Dorchester 

and is staffed Monday through Friday only from 8am to 5 pm with a receptionist. 

 

Freshmen attending Fort Dorchester can pick up Key FOB’s at the POA Office for the     

Arthur Hills Circle Gate.  

 

Golf Cart Info:   Must be registered through the SCDMV 

                         Registration must be with the cart at all times. Place the registration in a 

         big Ziploc bag, flip up the seat and staple the Ziploc bag to the seat.      

ARB ON TREE REMOVAL    UNKEMPT YARDS IN COOSAW 


