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PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION, INC. 
NEWSLETTER 

Annual Meeting 

Monday - December 13, 2010 

7 p.m.  

 The Cathedral of Praise “Loft” 

 Elections will be held for three board positions on the 13th.  Budget discussions 
and general POA business will also be presented.  Please plan to attend.  If you will 
not be attending, watch for your proxy card which will be mailed thirty days before the 
meeting.  It is extremely important that you assign your proxy to someone prior to the 
meeting.    

 Page 2 has pictures and biographies of each candidate selected by the 
Nominating Committee.  Take a few minutes and see what each candidate has to 
offer. 

 This will be my last year to serve on the Owners‟ Association (OA) Board, and I 
would like to thank you for allowing me to serve. 

 It has been a pleasure to watch the hard work and results produced by our 
committees and Board members over the past three years. Until you are a part of the 
process, you truly don‟t realize the hours of effort and work that are required to 
maintain our OA. 

 Each of our OA positions, other than the staff, are filled by Coosaw property 
owner volunteers who give of their time. In some cases, this can be 40 to 60 hours or 
more per month depending on the task at hand.  We are very fortunate to have 
property owners willing to do this, and we owe each of them a thank you for serving. 

 I have enjoyed working with all of the OA volunteers, as well as our staff and 
contracted security people. I have found all of them to be more than willing to do 
whatever they can to assist our OA membership. 

 Unfortunately, there is a small group of property owners who feel that they can 
talk to the hired employees, security staff, committee volunteers and even the Board 
any way they wish. This lack of respect for these individuals is not acceptable. While 
we may not agree on everything within the OA, each of us is entitled to our opinions 
on any issue as long as they are voiced respectfully.  The Board is always willing to 
review problems and issues from the community.  We consider all sides, discuss the 
issue, insure that a consensus is reached on the matter and that the resolution 
follows the Covenants.  The process is achieved much more efficiently when we treat 
each other with dignity. In 2011, I hope all property owners will focus on respecting 
the OA staff, contract security officers and volunteers.  They are doing what the OA 
has asked them to do.  

 Again thank you for your support and I hope more of you will get involved in the 
operation of the OA.  

        Jim Howell 

Thoughts from the President 
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Bob Ballister 
 My wife, Micki and I became proud fulltime residents and members of Coosaw 
Creek Country Club in January of 2008.  After raising our three children in New Jersey, 
we were thrilled to discover the warm and relaxed lifestyle that Coosaw Creek afforded 
us. 
 Upon graduation from LaSalle University in 1971 with a degree in Finance, I 
began my professional career as an owner/operator of family wholesale/retail food 
businesses in Newark, NJ.  During the next twelve years, I was able to successfully 
expand from one to six outlets, with as many as ninety employees.  After negotiating 

the sale of said businesses, I began a second career in financial services in 1998, and achieved the 
Certified Financial Planner designation (CFPA) in 2005.  Since relocating to Charleston, I have continued 
my career locally with New England Financial/Met Life with Carolina Capital Management on Daniel Island.  
Throughout my years in financial services, I have been the recipient of numerous sales achievement 
awards, despite a difficult economy. 
 In Coosaw Creek, I currently serve on the ARB committee.  We are parishioners at St. Thomas the 
Apostle parish, where I am a Financial Council member, and an officer in the local Knights of Columbus 
chapter.  I feel now that I would like to be instrumental in helping to maintain and better our community and 
that lifestyle by serving on the POA 

Torsten Kunze 
 My wife, Laura and I have been Coosaw Creek residents since July of 2006. We 
relocated to the Charleston area from Michigan and fell in love with the beauty of 
Coosaw Creek. Our family is complemented by our cat Smokey and our dog 
Sampson. 
 My professional background includes a Masters degree in Manufacturing 
Engineering from the Technical College of Wiesbaden, Germany, and I have been 
working in the Information Technology services industry for the better part of my 
career. The reason for our relocation to Charleston was my role in the start-up of the 

Boeing assembly plant in which I was responsible for the development and deployment of the integrated 
manufacturing system. Over the years I have had people and financial management responsibilities for 
multi-million dollar budgets. 
 I started volunteering on the Coosaw Creek Safety & Security Committee at the end of 2009 and would 
like to get more involved in our community. Our situation is perhaps unique compared with previous POA 
Board candidates and members, in that we are neither equity nor golf members.  However, due to the 
economic developments over the past couple of years, our status may be more reflective of a larger number 
of Coosaw residents now than it would have been a few years ago.  I believe that representing this 
demographic may be advantageous to serving on the POA Board. 

Terry Cosker  

 I was born in Augusta, GA and raised in Bloomfield, CT.  I spent my entire working 
career in our family business, Atlantic Ventilating and Equipment Company.  We also 
owned and operated seven commercial real estate businesses.  After retiring in 1998, 
Brenda and I moved to North Carolina for the summer months and Florida in the 
winter.  When our daughters, Terri-Lee and Melissa moved to Charleston and Teri-Lee 
was expecting our first grandchild, we decided to move to Charleston, too.  We bought 
our home in Coosaw in March of 2007.  After extensive renovating, we finally moved in 

the week of Thanksgiving.  We think Coosaw Creek is a wonderful neighborhood.  I have enjoyed serving on 
the ARB Committee and doing other kinds of volunteer work for the POA.  I believe my business and real 
estate experience makes me a good candidate for the POA Board, and I will work very hard for the 
community we all enjoy. 

2011 Owners’ Association Board Candidates 
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Disaster Preparedness 

Communications 

 The South Carolina low country poses some 
unique challenges in land development.  This is 
especially true with regard to drainage plans.  Sea 
level elevations along with a large tidal range and 
occasional torrential rains, have a large influence on 
the speed at which water drains from a given area. 

 Coosaw Creek was developed with an approved 
Master Drainage Plan, which accounted for the 
development of both the golf course and housing 
lots.  As a result, the Plan requires the coordination 
of all drainage within Coosaw Creek. 

 The Architectural Review Board (ARB) 
guidelines require the Committee to follow this Plan 
when approving/not approving applications dealing 
with drainage issues. These guidelines are meant to 
insure that the drainage plan, as approved by 
governmental authorities, remains in effect.  Conse-
quently, the ARB strictly follows these guidelines to 
insure modification to existing approved drainage 
plans do not adversely impact either the Master 
Drainage Plan or other adjoining properties. 

 In the past, several homeowners have attempted 
to increase the rate of positive drainage from their 
properties by installing sub grade drains and/or 
swales without seeking ARB approval.  In several 
instances, the homeowners have incurred additional 
expense in bringing these unapproved modifications 
into compliance with ARB guidelines.   

 Homeowners who may wish to modify their lots 
current drainage plan must first seek the approval of 
the ARB committee.   

 The Architectural Review Board is here to assist 
the community in keeping Coosaw Creek the com-
munity we have all come to enjoy.   

 Thank you for working with the ARB towards this 
end. 

Architectural Review Board  

Are You Informed? 

 The Property Owners‟ Association sends out 
email blasts periodically to the residents of Coosaw 
Creek containing timely information. 

 If you do not receive the blasts at this time, first 
check your “Junk Mail.”  Some residents have found 
the blasts automatically go to “Junk Mail.”  Contact the 
POA office, and we will check to make sure you are 
on the eblast list or add you to the list. 

 Why would you want an eblast?  The Board tries 
to keep our residents apprised of a variety of items: 

Roundtables, Annual Meeting, Gate Problems,    

  

 Disaster can strike our community in many 
ways—hurricanes are an obvious threat, but other 
natural and man made disasters are also strong 
possibilities. As individuals and families, and as a 
community, we must be ready for these events. 
There are a few things you can do to prepare: 

Plan and Prepare 

 Prepare for emergency supplies to last nine 
days—water, non perishable food, first aid, 
medications, gas for a generator, propane, etc. 

 Have a transportable file for documents such as 
insurance policies and records, medical records, 
passports, financial records to take in case of 
evacuation. 

 Develop an evacuation plan and preparation 
checklist. The website www.coosawcreek.com  
has more details. 

 Develop a communication plan—how will you 
reach family members and how will they reach 
you. 

If a Disaster Threatens or Strikes 

 Execute your preparation checklist and prepare 
your home.    

 Follow state and local recommendations for 
evacuation. Evacuate early and follow 
designated evacuation routes. 

 Turn in the homeowners watch form at the front 
gate if/when you leave the community. 

 Notify your block captain with your status and 

location. 

Coosaw Creek Emergency Response Team 

 The Coosaw Creek community has an 
emergency preparedness plan to help you and 
your neighbors survive and recover from a 
disaster. Here are a few facts about our program 
and things you can do:  

 A central command post will be established at 
the club house and emergency equipment and 
supplies are maintained. Our command post 
consists of residents from Coosaw Creek. 

 Block Captains will check on residents and 
homes within their sector. Block Captains 
are assigned homes to check on after a 

disaster. If phone lines are down, block  

    captains can assist residents by reporting  

 

Road Closures, Vandalism, and other items 
deemed necessary. 

 To be informed make sure you receive the 

Property Owners email blasts. 
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Government Affairs 

Landscaping and Roads needs to our command post via radio or 

messenger.  

 Trained volunteers will be in contact with local 
emergency departments via phone or radio 
communications. 

 Please Complete the emergency information form 
to keep the team aware of any special needs 
persons of your household. 

 Take care of your family and be self sufficient 

for seven to nine days.  

NOTE: In an emergency, always call 911 first to 
get help. Our volunteers may not be available 

during and immediately after a disaster.  

 The Coosaw Creek Disaster Preparedness 
Committee needs volunteers in the followings areas: 

1. Block Captains. 

2. Residents those are willing to take the Cert Team 
Training. 

3. Emergency Neighborhood Watch Debris Team.  

4. Volunteers to be in the Communications Section 
(Ham Radio (UHF/VHF), Web EOC).  

5. Volunteers to staff the Emergency Response 
Center. 

6. Join the Disaster Preparedness Committee (12 
Meetings a Year).  

What You Should Know About Your 

Dorchester County Real Property Tax Bill 
By Jeremy M. Stipkala 

 

Soon, the Dorchester County government will 
send you a bill that will indicate how much you owe in 
property tax on your home for the 2010 tax year.  The 
tax bill, a “Real Estate and Personal Property Tax 
Notice,” can be a little tricky to understand.  In an 
article to be published online, I offer you a few 
thoughts on how you can best protect your pocket-
book while meeting your obligation to pay a fair share 
into the Dorchester County piggy bank.   

The article can be found by visiting the new 
combined community website (POA and Club) at 
www.coosawcreek.com under “Coosaw Creek POA 
Community News.”  The website should be available 
November 1st—an eblast will be sent when the site is 
up and running. 

Washouts and Erosion 

 If you find a hole—even a small one—in the 
pavement beside a storm drain, or in the grass 
near the concrete deck above a storm drain, 
please call the POA office to report it. As Rich 
Symuleski reminds us, we are very dependent on 
our drainage system, and it takes a beating over 
the years. Any washout around our storm 
drainage system will dump unwanted silt into it. 
We also have found some really big holes 
underground and under pavement!  By keeping a 
close eye on our roads and roadsides we have 
caught these cave-ins before someone was 
injured, or a car damaged. 
 

First Round of Mailbox Repair is FINISHED! 

 Well, almost...About eight years ago, the 
Landscape Committee instituted a plan to 
refurbish mailboxes, one street at a time, year 
after year. Harry Johnson, and now Nick Russo, 
undertook this project, and quite a project it was!  
Many posts were of inferior materials and shoddy 
workmanship.  We had to replace all numbers with 
a reflective model.  Harry and Nick have replaced 
the poor wood with higher quality wood, sealing 
and painting as well.  As they near the end of East 
Fairway Woods, progress comes faster and less 
maintenance has been required.  Now, we get to 
do it all over again! This will be a perpetual 
necessity, but the excellent work of Harry and 
Nick should make maintenance simpler and less 
expensive going forward. 
 

Inspect your trees! 

 Earlier this year we encouraged everyone to 
keep their eyes on their maturing trees. Trees 
often need pruning, cleaning up, and thinning out, 
and sometimes they can develop problems that 
make them a safety hazard.  Contacting a good 
arborist to inspect your trees and suggest action 
would be a wonderful step in the maintenance of 
your trees. Trees are the most valuable, longest 
lasting and most difficult to replace, landscaping 
asset that you have.  Take care of them! 

Safety and Security 

Vandalism 
 Coosaw Creek experienced a rash of vandal-
ism incidents during June and July.  Approximately 
16 incidents were reported to the Owners‟ 
Association, but only half of those were reported by 
residents to the North Charleston Police  

Don’t forget to 
Vote November 2   
You vote counts! 



What’s Pretty To You, May Not Be  

To Your Neighbors! 
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Department.   Broken windows in homes and autos 
were among the large variety of minor damage 
caused during these incidents. 

 In response to the June events, the Safety and 
Security Committee members met with the NCPD 
and discussed possible actions.  The Police 
increased patrols in targeted areas within Coosaw 
Creek; POA issued several email blasts which 
helped raise awareness and resulted in additional 
vandalism incidents being brought to our attention; 
and we provided the NCPD some details on the 
incidents which had not been reported to them. 

 The police have continued to follow up on 
these incidents and investigations are continuing.  
 We advise all residents to continue to be 
diligent in their activities—you should report any 
suspicious activities or individuals seen in the area 
to the NCPD.  And please ensure you report any 
acts of vandalism to the police AND the POA.  As 
an organization, the POA wants to maintain a 
record of any incidents in our community. However, 
the North Charleston Police Department wants to 
know about any incidents since they have a much 
bigger picture of what‟s going on in the surrounding 
areas and may see some correlations which we 
could never see. 

 The police recommend that you keep cars 
locked while in your driveway, since there are 
numerous burglaries from unlocked parked cars in 
the surrounding communities near Coosaw Creek.   
You should also ensure your garage doors are 
locked and closed when you are not home, as well 
as when it is dark. 

Receivables Write off 
 At our last round table we advised you that in 
2010 we were writing off about $40,000 in old 
receivables that are deemed uncollectable. They 
have been through the collection processes and 
the bulk of these are foreclosures or bankruptcies. 
In addition, they span over about a three-year 
period. 

 This does not mean that we will stop looking 
for the property owners to collect the money owed 
us. It means that from an accounting point of view 
they have been deemed bad debt and under 
accounting rules must be dealt with. The reason for 
this is receivables are carried on our balance sheet 
as an asset.  This misstates our true asset position 
as we will not collect the receivable. 

 As you were told at the meeting, this is a non 
cash action and will not reduce our operating cash 
position.  Going forward, we have an accrual for 
Doubtful Debts equal to about 7% of the 
assessments invoiced to provide for the write off of 
bad debts.  This is also a non cash process.   
However, this is an accounting action that must be 
taken to reflect a better statement of our asset 
status. 

 For 2011 we have retained an attorney to 
assist in the collection process.  This will insure a 
more timely reaction and that the Covenant 
process is followed. All assessments are due on 
January 1 each year and are considered past due 
after this date.  

 The Covenants require legal actions up to and 

including the filling of a lien and foreclosing against 

same if needed to collect. 

 Parking or 

storing a boat, 

jet ski, RV, 

trailer, etc. in 

your driveway 

is against the 

Covenants.  If 

you are using 

your driveway 

to park these 

items for more than 3 days in 7 consecutive days, 

you are in violation of the Covenants.  Please 

follow our Covenants and be considerate of your 

neighbors. 

Drains and Infrastructure 
 This spring we completed the repair of a major 
break in the storm drain along 4244 and 4246 Club 
Course Drive.  This job will be closed out when we  
re-landscape this border later this fall. 

 We are in the process of estimating potential 
projects along the fence line along Timbermarsh 
Lane and Wescott, the wetlands on number 17 and 
18 holes, as it crosses Club Course Drive, and the 
drainages from number 12 hole pond and number 7 
hole pond.  Not all of the work may be feasible 
because of structural limitations. 

 Work is also in progress to inventory all 
physical assets owned by the POA including: 
buildings, fences, irrigation lines, mailboxes, roads, 
storm drains and lines, street lights and street 
signs.  This inventory will be used to develop future 
Reserve Account budgets.          
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Personal Golf Cart Usage 

Within Coosaw Creek 
 There are numerous residents within Coosaw 
who enjoy motoring around the community in their 
personal golf carts. This form of transportation        
is economical, fun and a great way to enjoy the 
scenery and wildlife our development has to        
offer—while having a minimal impact on the 
environment. 

 We want to remind residents of their 
obligations for operating a golf cart within the 
community.  The memo from the North Charleston 
Police Department (see next page) summarizes the 
legal obligations regarding proper golf cart usage.   
Key requirements are that the operator must have 
a valid license; the vehicle must be insured; the 
vehicle should only operate during daylight hours; 
and the owner must have a permit obtained from 
the SC Motor Vehicle department. 

 In addition, all personal golf carts must be 
registered with the POA office, and display a 
Coosaw Creek vehicle decal and number on the 
windshield or cowl.    

 There have been numerous reports of children 
driving golf carts on our streets—this is a violation 
of the POA rules as well as a violation of state law, 
as any golf cart operator must have a valid drivers 
license.  In addition, golf carts must follow all traffic 
rules, including stopping at STOP signs, driving on 
the correct side of the road, etc. 

 While there have been no recent accidents 
involving golf carts on our roadways, we want to 
ensure we keep our residents safe.  This is 
especially true with children riding in golf carts 
which don‟t have seat belts.   

 Please contact the POA office if you need to 
register your golf cart. 

Are
 Y

ou 
Re

gis
ter

ed?
 

Gators Amongst Us!   
 We all 
know that 
we have 
numerous 
alligators 
living in the 
ponds 
within 
Coosaw 
Creek, 
managed 
by the POA as well as the many ponds on the golf 
course.   These gators can also be seen in the 
wetlands surrounding the community.  There have 
been periodic reports of residents feeding or 
harassing alligators. While we may be fascinated 
with these creatures, we must also be aware that 
they are still a „threatened” species and protected by 
both state and federal law. 

 South Carolina law states the following—“It is 
unlawful to feed, entice, or molest an alligator 
except as permitted under state and federal law. 
Any person who violates this subsection is guilty of 
a misdemeanor and must be fined not less than 
one hundred dollars nor more than one hundred fifty 
dollars or imprisoned for up to thirty days, or both. 
The magistrates court retains jurisdiction of this 
offense.” 

 If a gator causes concern in the community due 
to aggressive behavior, state law allows designated 
agents to capture and harvest specific problem 
alligators greater than four feet in length. A 
nuisance alligator is one that exhibits aggressive 
behavior toward humans or domestic animals, has 
become habituated to people, shows symptoms of 
some debilitating illness or injury, or inhabits 
recreational waters intended primarily for swimming. 
Agent trappers harvest approximately 300-350 
problem alligators annually in South Carolina. 

 If you believe a nuisance alligator exists in the 
community you can contact the DNR at (843) 953-

9856 for assistance. 

 Alligators are an important part of the low 
country swamps and wetlands and like other 
animals deserve their space.    

Watch them
 safely fr

om  

a distanc
e! 
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Memorandum City of North Charleston Police Department 

 

 

Date: May 16, 2010 

To: Coosaw Creek Security Committee 

Re:  Golf Carts 

 

Per our conversation: 

The use of golf cars on secondary roads is governed under section 56-3-115 of the South Carolina Code of 

Law.  The law is rather short but specific about the use of these vehicles.  Below are the elements of the law. 

 

Section 56-3-115 Golf Carts; permit to operate on highways and street. 

The owner of a vehicle commonly known as a golf cart, if he has a valid driver’s license, may obtain a 

permit from the Department of Motor Vehicles upon the payment of a fee of five dollars and proof of 

financial responsibility which permits his agent, employees, or him to: 

 

(1)   operate the golf cart on a secondary highway or street within two miles of his residence or 

place of business during daylight hours only; and 

(2)   cross a primary highway or street while traveling along a secondary highway or street 

within two miles of his residence or place of business during daylight hours only. 

 

 

What this law points out is that anyone operating a golf cart must have a valid driver’s license, must have 

proof of insurance and can only operate the golf cart during daylight hours.  There is no listed exception in 

the law clarifying whether or not the golf cart can be used at night if it has head lights.  This is not even 

mentioned. 

The Coosaw Creek Security Committee is correct in pointing out that there are many children who look too 

young to have a license driving around the streets of the community in golf carts.  I have been monitoring 

this and have seen first hand children driving golf carts after dark and that some of these children do not 

follow “the rules of the road” so to speak which could have tragic ramifications if they were to flip over or 

become involved in an accident. 

If someone was pulled over on a golf cart and did not have a license or proof of insurance, they could be 

cited for the violation.  Of course we do not want this to take place and by letting golf cart owners and 

drivers know the law we can avoid any further problems. 

 

  
Lt. C. Widmer 

West / South Night Shift 
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