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PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION, INC. 
NEWSLETTER 

 On Tuesday Night, May 11th, Coosaw Creek hosted a “Meet and Greet” for  the 
four candidates running for the all-important South Carolina 
House District 98 seat that was vacated three months ago 
when incumbent Annette Young announced her retirement. 
This House seat is extremely important to Coosaw 
residents–whoever wins this race is our representative to the 
South Carolina State legislature! Attending the “Meet and 
Greet” were Larry Hargett and Chris Murphy, who will battle 
it out on June 8th (Primary Day) for the Republican 
nomination; and Steve Yeomans and Christine Jackson, who 

are seeking the Democratic nomination.  
 The Government Affairs Committee (GAC) hosted 
the evening at the Clubhouse.  Ken Hammock did a 
great job of setting up the dining room, and delicious 
hors d’oeurves were served to all who came.  Richard 
Hayes, GAC Chairman, was the master of ceremonies. 
We followed our usual format—each candidate 
speaking for about 8-9 minutes, followed by a question 
and answer period.  Residents of Coosaw Creek 
questioned the candidates on critical subjects that 

affect us daily: road conditions, growth issues, precipitous 
decrease in public school budgets, property taxes, incentives 
to Boeing, small business growth, POA Covenants and 
liabilities, public safety, and looming state budget deficits.  
When questioned by determined Coosaw residents, the 
candidates most often responded to the questions directly.  
There were several rebuttals, and it was clear to all who 
attended what the candidates’ positions on the issues are. 

Afterwards, the candidates remained for almost an 
hour, speaking one-on-one with Coosaw residents.   
 The GAC plans on having another “Meet and 
Greet” in the fall as we get near the November 2nd 
General Election. See you then! 

“Meet and Greet the Candidates” a Big Success! 

Larry Hargett 

Chris Murphy 

Christine Jackson 

Steve Yeomans 

Richard Hayes 
Government Affairs Chairman 
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Good Neighbors 
 If you are looking for the definition of a good 
neighbor, you only need to look at the Linder and 
Pease families on Club Course.  These families 
endured several weeks of having heavy equipment 
and people working between their homes to repair the 
subsidence reported in our last newsletter. 
 This repair was a very complex task as the 
drainage pipe is about 15 feet below grade, which 
requires additional safe guards, to prevent collapse of 
the trench walls, while men are working.  In addition, 
as water flows through the pipe, it had to be isolated 
from the system to repair. This involved lowering the 
pond on number 8 golf hole to a level below the drain-
out feed to the pond so it could be plugged to prevent 
backflow of water.  It also had to be plugged on the 
input side to stop the flow coming from the drainage 
system. 
 When the pipe was uncovered and examined, it 
was determined numerous points along the pipe had 
failed between the Club Course drainage box and the 
golf course connection box to the number 8 pond.   
 A decision was made to replace the existing 
plastic coated composite pipe with 150 feet of 3-foot 
diameter concrete pipe to eliminate a future repeat of 
the collapse. To perform this repair required the 
staging of materials such as gravel, fill dirt and pipe 
along with the equipment to make the repair. Also 
required was the temporary removal and replacement 
of the water system for the yard, in the work area, and 
removal and replacement of additional sod.  The 
willingness of these homeowners to work with the 
contractor in all aspects of the repair greatly aided in 
the time and cost for completion of the project.  
 These families acted in the best interests of all 
their neighbors to insure that the repair could be made 
to provide proper drainage of storm water from the 
area; and also to the community as a whole, by 
helping the contractor keep to the time line and keep 
the costs down.  
 I would like to express to the members of these 
families, the appreciation of the Owners’ Association 
Board and the Coosaw community.  When you see 
members of these families, please take the time to 
thank them in person.  I would also like to 
acknowledge the hard work done by Board Director, 
Rich Symuleski, who managed the project for the OA. 
        
       Jim Howell 
       President, CCOA 

Declarations of Covenants,  
Restrictions and Limitations 

 
 We know that this 
document can be dry 
reading, but it is what we 
as a community operate 
under. 
 Each of us should 
have received a copy of 
the document when we 
closed on our property. If 
you don’t have one, 
contact the Owners’ 
Association office and we 
can provide you with one. 
 Once you have a copy, please don’t toss it in a 
drawer, READ IT! Just like the Owners’ 
Association Board, you are required to be 
governed by this document.  

 From time to time we receive 
phone calls in the OA office pertaining to this 
subject. 
 The process for giving notice is spelled out in 
Article XV: Notice (page 41).  This is the process 
we follow. In summary it states that when the 
notice is mailed to the last known address of 
record, then notice has been given. It is the 
responsibility of the lot owner to insure we have 
any change of address by providing it in writing to 
the Secretary of the Association. 
 Also remember that all assessment notices 
are mailed out a minimum of thirty (30) days before 
they are due. All assessments are due on January 
1st each and every year.  
 So, if you haven’t received your statement, 
you need to contact the Owner’s Association office 
immediately so we can determine why it didn’t 
arrive.  

 “I Didn’t Receive My Notice” 

Answer on the last page 

Just For Fun... 
What can run but never walks, 
Has a mouth but never talks, 
Has a bed but never sleeps? 
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POA COMMITTEES 

Architectural Review Board (ARB) 

Communications 

Disaster Preparedness 

Government Affairs 

Landscaping 
Rules & Regulations - Made up of 
the BOD and Property Manager 

Safety & Security 

 We realize that we have covered this topic on numerous occasions, however it remains an issue. It is 
an issue because all receivables are considered an asset.  In accounting, they are also considered a liability 
until they are collected. As a Board we have to allow for receivables that won’t be collected such as those 
involved with foreclosure or bankrupt property owners. The positive side of the foreclosure is that once the 
lender has taken over, they are billed a prorated assessment charge that when billed is collected in almost 
all Coosaw Association cases. 
 What this means to each of us is the loss of operating funds which impacts the assessments that we 
pay in the future. Our Owners’ Association provides required services which are funded by our annual 
assessments. Any loss of these funds has to be made up to operate the OA.  Article XI: Assessments spells 
out the process. In addition Section 2: Duties defines the actions to be taken.  Please note this is the 
process we follow.  
 We have filed legal actions on the receivables; this is a costly process.  It is not only costly for the OA 
as we must use funds out of our operating account, but it is also costly for the property owner. They will pay 
$150 for our preparing the lien, for our appearance in court and for the cost of filing the lien which is about 
$120. These are difficult tasks as many of the parties are or were our neighbors. It is, however, the process 
mandated to the Board by the Covenants. 

The Process of Collecting Receivables 

   CAPITAL BUDGET PLANNING WORKSHEET 
     3% INFLATION CASE 
 
 
BUDGET CATEGORY 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
 
   ROADS 2,500 240,200 2,700 175,300 3,000 110,000 
 
  DRAINAGE SYSTEM 87,500 2,800 3,000 6,500 3,200 3,400 
 
MAILBOXES, BUILDINGS 
               & SIGNS 12,500 9,000 9,300 9,600 9,900 10,200 
 
     ANNUAL TOTALS 102,500 252,000 15,000 191,400 16,100 123,600 
 
CUMMULATIVE RUNNING 
                TOTALS  354,500 369,500 560,900 577,000 *700,600 
 
*This does not provide for any unplanned expenses such as the drainage collapse this year. 

Decals 
Please remember to remove your gate decal 
when you sell or trade your vehicle. This decal 
is still active as we have no way of knowing 
that you no longer have the vehicle. If you feel 
that you may have forgotten to do this, please 
contact the Owners’ Association office so we 
can deactivate the old decal in the system.  



COMMUNICATION IS  
           A KEY WORD 

Page 4 June 2010 

Collecting Assessments the resident, updated in a more detailed manner. 
 Our web page has been undergoing changes 
with Nick Russo, Web Master, helping in removing, 
editing and adding new information for our 
residents.  A new contractors list, which has been 
missing for sometime, has been added. The 
contractors listed have purchased annual passes 
and have an advantage of being listed on our web 
page at no charge. Any communication from the 
Board or committees will be posted on the home 
page of the website.  The website has become a 
valuable resource for relaying pertinent information 
to the community. 
 At present the Owners’ Association and the 
Club are exploring the idea of the two entities 
coming together to build a community web page 
with separate tabs for the Club and the OA. It 
should be noted that both organizations will remain 
“separate entities.”  A common website is a 
significant cost saving solution for both the OA and 
the Club, along with having a professional site 
manager.   
 Coosaw Creek Owners’ Association Email 
Blast system is back up and running thanks to Jeff 
Shope.  You have probably noticed emails from   
the OA asking for help in painting and power     
washing at the OA Office, information about        the 

drainage pumps running on number 8 hole, and 
the annual Spring Round Table. If you did not 

receive any of these email blasts, check the 
website, www.coosawpoa.com, for the email 

blast tab to sign up.  The email blast is a key 
component in the system by being the fastest and 
the most cost effective way to communicate to our 
residents. 
 Communication is a key word for the Coosaw 
Creek community. Communication is a never 
ending process of information traveling from           
the Board, committees and the residents. A       
break in this process will foster rumors and 
misunderstandings. 

 Communication is the sending, giving, or 
exchanging of information or ideas.  Improved 
communication is what your POA is trying to 
accomplish by using the following media methods: 
Round Table meetings, Newsletters, Website, and 
Email Blast. 
 These Round Table meetings and/or Town 
Meetings are slated for spring and fall. The 
meetings allow residents to learn about the Owners’ 
Association finances, projects completed, and new 
or pending projects, which could affect YOU. It is 
also an opportunity for residents to be informed on a 
first-hand basis from the Board, and to offer their 
comments to the Board of Directors on issues that 
affect the quality of life in our community.  
 Newsletters are published quarterly to keep the 
residents and owners advised of ongoing 
developments affecting our community.  Articles are 
submitted by the various Association committees to 
give residents an overall view of the community.  
The main objective of the Newsletter is to keep you, 

 By the time you read this, the year will be 
almost half over and we will still be working to 
collect the annual assessment from some of our 
residents. As of May, there were fifty-two (52) lot 
owners who have not paid all of their 2010 
assessment. This amounts to just over $43,000.  
The Owners’ Association Board, in accordance   
with the covenants, is working to collect the unpaid    
2010 assessments, as well as previous years 
assessments.  
 As of May 1st our property manager filed in 
small claims court and received judgment against 30 
of the Coosaw property owners who owe 
assessments from 2010 or previous years. As of the 
end of April there was an unpaid balance of 
$100,000 which includes 2010 and previous annual 
assessments, late fees and interest. Collecting this 
money continues to be a challenge as some of the 
properties fall into foreclosure.   
 As of May 1st there were 7 homes that have 
been foreclosed on with an additional 6 homes in 
foreclosure proceedings. Collecting money once a 
home goes into foreclosure is far from being a sure 
thing. However, the Owners’ Association Board will 
continue to work to recover all monies owed to the 
community. 

Spring Has Sprung 
  It’s that time of year when spring tree and 
shrub  trimming,  fertilization,  and  exterior 
detailing  in  general  should  be  done  at 
everyone’s  home.  Dead  plants  should  be 
replaced and fresh mulch applied. Please clean 
walkways and driveways to remove any stains. 
We  ask  that  tenants  notify  their  landlords 
about any needed exterior maintenance. 
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 Recently we had a reminder that earthquakes are 
a real danger to our community.  May 12th at 5:03 AM 
an earthquake magnitude 2.8 struck the area of 
Wescott Plantation.   
 The seismic history of the southeastern United 
States is dominated by the 1886 earthquake, 
magnitude 7.3, which occurred in the Coastal Plain 
near Charleston. It was one of the largest historic 
earthquakes in eastern North America, and by far the 
largest earthquake in the southeastern United States. 
A major shock occurred August 31, 1886 at 
approximately 9:50 PM and lasted less than one 
minute, but resulted in about 60 deaths and extensive 
damage to the city of Charleston.   The (area of 
maximum damage) of the 1886 earthquake is an 
elliptical area roughly 20 by 30 miles trending 
northeast between Charleston and Jedburg and 
including Summerville and roughly centered at 
Middleton Place.  
 The 1886 earthquake was followed by a series of 
aftershocks. Of 435 or more earthquakes reported to 
have taken place in South Carolina between 1754 and 
1975, more than 300 were aftershocks that occurred 
in the first 35 years following 1886. The 1886 
earthquake and its aftershocks dominate the seismic 
record of the southeast.  
 The recent earthquake does not mean we are 
about to be hit by another 1886 quake, but does 
remind us that we should be ready just in case. 

Disaster Preparedness with personnel concerns. It is important for all 
residents to understand that the AlliedBarton 
security officers are only responsible for controlling 
access at the front gate.  They have no 
responsibility for security in other areas such as the 
gate to Fort Dorchester High School, or responding 
to other security concerns or issues.  The North 
Charleston Police have jurisdiction over other 
security issues within our community, such as 
traffic violations, vandalism, or other crimes within 
Coosaw Creek. A representative of the NCPD 
attends our monthly Safety and Security meetings 
and provides input to us regarding ongoing 
activities within Coosaw Creek as well as 
surrounding areas. 
 Over the past few years, AlliedBarton security 
officers have done an excellent job in collecting the 
fees required by contractors who do work for 
residents here.  In 2009, they collected around 
$53,000 in fees—this revenue represents almost 
10% of the budget for the POA and reduced owner 
assessments by around $90 per owner in 2009! 
 The front gate is a busy place. Between 
contractors, visitors, residents and deliveries, we 
have over 1000 separate entries per day.   While 
we do experience some incidents at the gate, we 
actually have a very high rate of “successful” 
transactions each day.    We follow up whenever 
there is an incident involving either residents, 
contractors or visitors, either creating a disturbance 
or having damage to a vehicle due to the gate 
operation.  We are currently documenting more 
detailed procedures to review with AlliedBarton 
regarding incident investigations and how to 
handle resident issues. 
 One of the key areas we discuss with 
AlliedBarton leadership is training for their 
employees, especially how to interact positively 
and with respect in all dealings with residents, 
contractors and visitors. We ask residents to 
ensure that you treat our security officers with 
respect, and ask for your patience at times when 
they are busy due to traffic flow at the gate.   
Ensuring that only those visitors and contractors 
with specific business and authorization enter 
Coosaw Creek enables us to maintain a higher 
level of security for our residents. 

Security at Coosaw Creek 
It’s a 24 Hour Job! 

 One of the primary responsibilities of the Safety 
and Security Committee is to manage the contract 
security activities at the front gate of Coosaw Creek.  
Earlier this year a small team of committee members 
obtained bids from 3 companies and after extensive 
review of the proposals, soliciting input from other 
clients of the bidders, and meeting with the 3 
companies, selected AlliedBarton to provide security 
at the front gate for the next 3 years.  They provide 
uniformed security officers 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week with additional help during the high-volume 
traffic periods during the work week. 
 Several attractive features of the contract are a 
flat cost for 3 years; additional cost reductions for  
prepayment (we save 2% by pre-paying quarterly); 
and a demonstrated willingness by AlliedBarton 
management over the prior contract period to work 

Safety and Security 

GO CRO
CKS!

GO CRO
CKS!  



Hurricane Season  
and Trees 
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 Coosaw has some the best maintained open 
spaces of any community around. These common 
grounds are for the enjoyment of our property 
owners and their guests. This space incorporates 
the golf course, ponds and wetlands as well as 
roadside areas. It also provides a home for wildlife 
within Coosaw that we all enjoy. 
 Our Owners’ Association maintains all open 
areas with the exception of the areas owned by the 
Club. Some examples are the entrance way and the 
space alongside the roadways on the non-home 
side.  
 One problem that we are having is vehicles 
parking on our common areas by homeowners or 
their guests.  People are using our common areas 

Common Grounds 

 Heard the noise this spring? Chain saws, 
chippers, trucks, tractors, the sound of RENEWAL. 
Trees are being pruned, landscaping renewed, 
yards redone. After a few years, most yards need 
more than a mower and hedge trimmer.  

The purpose of landscaping is to enhance the 
house, not obscure it. If you’re like me, I had to put 
in more shrubs than my beds really needed in order 
to satisfy the ARB when I built. But after a few 
years, it can all look…well, cluttered, unkempt, and 
hidden. And sometimes contractors use cheap 
plantings that have a very limited lifespan. 

Your home should be welcoming to visitors. 
The homes in Coosaw are beautiful, but if they are 
cluttered with overgrown trees and shrubs, and 
fronted by dilapidated turf, they all just look ugly.  

 Here are some suggestions:  walk to the 
street and take a good look. Can you see the 
windows? Doors? Corners? Roof? Does sunlight 
get through?  Do shrubs go higher than the 
foundation? Are the beds open? Is the grass 
growing? Get some bids from reputable contractors. 
Ask for a full description of the work, not just a price. 
Remember, “less is more”.  Drive around and look 
for yards that have been refurbished, and ask the 
owner who did the work for them. Ask for AND 
CHECK references.  Submit a plan and application 
to ARB for the work to be done. Always get 
approval before making changes to your landscape 
design. This includes trees (for more information 
read the Hurricane and Trees article).  

     
     Jim Weathers 
     

Landscaping and Roads 

 Hurricane season is fast approaching in the 
Low Country.  Now is an excellent time to inspect 
trees for the status of their health, pruning needs 
and the likelihood of damaging your home or your 
neighbors home should they fall during a hurricane.    
 As you are probably aware, ARB approval is 
necessary prior to the removal of any tree from a lot. 
Applications for tree removal are readily available at 
the POA office and on line a www.coosawpoa.com. 
 The ARB guidelines for tree removals are as 
follows: 

 “No tree measuring six (6) inches or more 
in diameter at breast height (4 feet above 
ground level) may be removed without 
written approval from the CCARB”. 

 “Those trees located within ten (10) feet of 
a building or within ten (10) feet of an 
approved site for such building are 
generally approved for removal”. 

Applicants must also obtain the City of 
North Charleston approval prior to all tree 
removals.  Please contact the City of North 
Charleston directly for city ordinance 
guidelines for tree removals. 

The Coosaw Creek Architectural Review Board 
meets to review all pending applications and action 
items at 2:00 PM on the first and third Wednesday 
of every month.  Homeowners are encouraged to 
submit tree removal applications as soon as 
possible to insure they are acted upon prior to the 
arrival of an imminent hurricane. 
 Please contact the POA office for any and all 
questions concerning ARB approvals.  

for off-street parking for a variety of reasons. If any 
of you have ever had a tire track in your yard, you 
can understand this issue!  
 Riding, driving or parking of ANY type of 
vehicle on any common area is prohibited. If you 
park on these areas or drive on them, you will 
receive a violation that can result in a fine. In all 
cases you will receive a bill for the repair of the 
grounds if damage is done. We need your help on 
this.  It shouldn’t require the time and expense of 
our property management to police this type of 
behavior. Please have consideration for your fellow 
homeowners and respect our beautiful common 
areas.   
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 A key responsibility of Coosaw Creek Owners’ Association is to reinforce the community's Rules & 
Regulations (R&R). This helps ensure a consistent minimum standard in homeowner maintenance and 
enhances the upscale image and appeal of Coosaw Creek—which ultimately increases the value of 
everyone’s property. Weekly, I conduct a neighborhood tour to identify R&R violations. Violations can 
pertain to any aspect of a property's condition or appearance as is visible from roads or pathways in the 
community. These violations typically center on maintenance of a homeowner’s lawn, landscaping, house 
paint, trim paint, driveway, deck, patio, etc. Concerns pertain to exterior aspects of Coosaw Creek homes in 
an effort to encourage prompt homeowner cooperation.  Coosaw Creek Owners’ Association implements a 
fine schedule, which will be applied under the authority and in compliance with Section 11.2 and 11.3 of the 
Covenants. The schedule can be found in your Rules and Regulations packet, page 5-6, on our website at 
www.coosawpoa.com, or can be obtained by request from the Owners’ Association if you do not have 
internet access.  

From the Property Manager... 

Rule #  First Violation   Second Violation   Third Violation   Subsequent Violations 
1   Fine up to    $100      $50 fine per day until  
              violation ceases 
2   Fine up to $50   $50 fine per day until  
        violation ceases 
3   Fine up to $50   $50 fine per day until  
        violation ceases 
4   Fine up to $50   $50         $100     $200 
5   Fine up to $50   $50         $100     $100 
6   Fine up to $50   $50         $100     $100 
7   Fine up to $100   $100        $200     $400 
8   Fine up to $100   $100        $200     $400 
9   Fine up to $50   $50 fine per day until  
        violation ceases 
10   Fine up to $50   $50         $100     $100 
11   Fine up to $50   $50         $100     $100 
12   Fine up to $50   $50         $100     $100 
13   Fine up to $2000   $2000 per violation plus restitution 
14   Fine up to $100   $100        $200     $400 
15   Fine up to $50   $50         $100     $100 
16   Fine up to $50   $50         $100     $200 
17   Fine up to $500   $100 per day until  
        violation ceases 

 These fines are in addition to any other remedies available to the Association for the violation of the 
Covenants, Restrictions and Limitations of Coosaw Creek Country Club. 

 Homeowners who would like to meet with the Owners’ Association Board of 
Directors may attend any Board meeting. Board meetings are scheduled at 12:00 PM 
on the last Wednesday of each month at the Clubhouse. Homeowners should contact 
the Property Manager prior to the board meeting in order to be placed on the agenda. 
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It’s that time of year again when many of 
us enjoy the warm weather and our “toys.”  
Remember...boats, trailers, RVs, jet skis, 

motorbikes and other such playthings may 
not be parked on your property for more 
than 3 days in a 7 consecutive day period.  

Have a great summer! 

School is out!  Watch out for kids! 

GAC Meet & Greet 
The Candidates 

Have you noticed our 
alligator youngsters in the 
pond at Club Course and 

West Fairway Woods (#17)?  
If not, beware!  They are 

cute...but don’t feed, tease or 
swim with them! 

Answer to riddle: 
A River! 

Remember...NO landscape debris 

may be placed at the curb earlier 

than 24 hours prior to the North 

Charleston scheduled pickup. 


