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To The Residents of Coosaw Creek, 

 

     My current term on the Owners’ Association Board expires at the adjournment 

of the Annual Meeting in December.  These three years have gone by quickly, and 

I wish to thank you for allowing me to serve.  In doing so you have put your trust 

in me to act prudently on behalf of the Community and I hope I have done so. 

     It has been rewarding for me to work with other dedicated residents on the 

various committees and with the POA Office staff.  We have solid teams in place  

who provide substantial efforts in addressing the issues of a self-managed commu-

nity. 

     I know that our Physical Security has been on the minds of many of our resi-

dents and the Security Committee has been working with the North Charleston 

Police Department to improve in this area.  It is unfortunate that in some cases, 

our residents have been responsible for the vandalism and other offenses which 

have occurred.  It is the responsibility of all us to treat our fellow residents as we 

ourselves expect to be treated.  That extends to respecting others’ property.  

     The POA is actively trying to address the mold problem at the POA Office.  

Remediating the building has been estimated by a licensed contractor to cost at 

least $20,000.  A licensed building inspector has also made a number of recom-

mendations which will be discussed in more detail within this Newsletter.  Al-

though no formal estimate of all the costs for these recommendations has been 

made, the Board feels these cost will easily exceed $50,000. 

     We are currently exploring several options ranging from renting space off site,  

the purchase of a new or slightly used/refurbished modular building and removal 

and disposal of the current structure.  Our intended course of action, schedule 

and supporting rationale will be presented at the Annual Meeting on Tuesday,  

December 13th. 

     The Standing Committees have accomplished a lot during 2011, which will be 

discussed in the following pages.  It seems that we rely on the same core group of 

residents, year after year.  In 2011, several of them have resigned for a number 

of legitimate reasons.  I encourage more of you to become involved.  If the de-

scriptions of the activities of any of the Committees discussed inside this Newslet-

ter are of interest to you, please contact the authors.  We can certainly use your 

time and talents.  

      Again, I thank your for your trust and support.  I wish you and your families a 

happy, healthy and safe Holiday Season and New Year.  

                                                         

             Rich Symuleski  

                                                         President, Coosaw Creek Owners’ Association 
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In November, the mold on the exterior of the Guard House will be power-washed.  In a drive 

through the community we identified over 140 homes with some visible exterior mold  

deposits.  The problem is more visible on Stucco, Vinyl and Hardie Board sidings.  In addi-

tion to the health impacts to sensitive individuals, visible mold has a negative impact on the 

overall appearance of the community.  The POA is asking all residents to inspect their exterior siding 

and remove the visible mold.  
 

On January 1, 2012, the POA Board will be issuing citations under Section 3.15 of the Covenants 

for severe unattended exterior mold on residences. 
                                                              

MOLD ISSUE IN THE POA OFFICE 

The mold issue in the POA Office the past several months precipitated a thorough  inspection of the 

premises to determine what needed improvement to allow the office to function normally.  A licensed 

Building Inspector was engaged and the results of his inspection were combined with those of the 

Mold Remediation Contractor to develop a list of items to be addressed.  

 Following is the list of recommended actions: 

   1)  Remove and replace roof sheathing and shingles.  Caulk roof perimeter, install flashing, gutters  

  and downspouts. 

   2)  Remove and replace all drywall with evidence of water damage and mold contaminated  

 insulation. 

   3)  Remove and replace leaking hot water heater, non-functional attic fans, mold contaminated 

 kitchen and  lavatory cabinetry. 

   4)  Remove and replace exterior siding. 

   5)  Remove and replace all exterior windows, doors and related framing components due to rot. 

   6)  Caulk and waterproof all exterior wall penetrations and all wiring in crawl space. 

   7)  Remove and replace all carpeting and wall coverings. 

   8)  Remove and replace rotted sub-flooring and building exterior skirt. 

   9)  HEPA Vacuum and disinfect all ductwork. 

 

Currently the building does not have a Termite Bond. It has never been inspected  

for termites and would not qualify for one if re-furbished.  

MOLD INFORMATION ON RESIDENTS HOMES 
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Mrs. Truma Polin 

 I am a native Charlestonian, from a large family of 14 children.  I am married to Tommy Polin.  

Tommy and I have three adult children and four grandchildren.  I graduated from Conede Business College 

in Charleston and attended Augusta College in Augusta, GA.  

 I have had several long-terms jobs over my career in Charleston, Augusta, and Jacksonville.  I 

worked for CSX Transportation for 22 years, first in Charleston and then in Augusta. We were transferred to 

Augusta in 1983 and I worked for CSX until 1989, at which time I took a buy-out.  I then began working for Morris Communi-

cation, a newspaper company in Augusta, where I was Manager of the Corporate Communications Department for 12 years.  I 

also worked as Manager of the Deeds Department at Finkel & Altman in Charleston, and was Assistant Manager for Calico 

Corners in Jacksonville.  Upon retiring in 2008, we moved to Coosaw Creek.  I am currently President of the Coosaw Creek 

Garden Club, Co-Chairman of the Welcome Committee for the Coosaw Creek Women’s Club and a Member of the Security and 

Safety Committee.  I am also a member of Pittman Street Baptist Church where I serve as a member of the Finance Commit-

tee. 

 

Mr. Daniel Svrcek 

 I was born and raised in Whitestone, N.Y. I spent four years active duty in US Navy and joined the 

US Army Reserves in 1977, retiring in 1997. I was appointed to the N.Y. City Fire Dept. in 1964 and retired 

as a Battalion Chief after 36 years of service. I did my undergraduate studies at Bronx Community College, 

N.Y. Institute of Technology, John Jay College and two professional development institutions. 

 My wife, Mary Ann, and I have four children and seven grand children. We moved from Shoreham, 

N.Y. to Coosaw in December 1999.  In 2001, I joined the Government Affairs Committee (GAC) of which I am still an active 

member.  For the past five years I have also been an active member of the Disaster Preparedness Committee.  Additionally, I 

have served on the Safety and Security and Rules and Regulations Committees.  In 2004, I was elected to our Owners Associa-

tion Board, serving two years as vice president and one year as president. Mary Ann and I have held full Club (golf) member-

ship since moving to Coosaw; and, we are also equity members. 

 Over the past four years I have led several ad hoc projects for the Club and participated in a variety of Club projects 

organized by others.  One achievement of which I am especially proud is the fund raiser we conducted for the families of the 

nine Charleston Firefighters who perished in the Sofa Super Store fire June 18, 2007.  With the dedicated help of wonderful 

community members, the Club and generous sponsors, we were able to present a check to Mayor Joe Riley for nearly $60,000 

for the benefit of the families of the deceased Firefighters. I am currently serving a three year appointment to the City of North 

Charleston, Zoning Board of Appeals. I have a strong desire to help improve our community and I have the time, energy and 

experience necessary to fulfill that commitment. 

         

Mr. Richard Symuleski 
 My wife, Mary and I have owned property in Coosaw Creek since 2004.  We moved to the area in 

2006, after I retired from BP, and we moved into the house we built in Coosaw in mid-2007.  We have a 28 

year old daughter, Meg, who is a graduate student at the New School in NYC.   I have been involved in the 

Disaster Preparedness Committee since we moved in, and I was elected to the POA Board in 2008. My term 

expires this December. 

 I am a Chemical Engineer by training, with degrees through the Ph.D., from the Catholic University of America in 

Washington, D.C.   I spent over 30 years working primarily in the Environmental, Health & Safety disciplines, for Du Pont, the 

National Bureau of Standards, Amoco and BP; with the last 9 years of that focused on Crisis & Emergency Management for 

North America at BP.  I have had considerable Project Management & Capital Budgeting experience at the $20M+ level. 

 Since I moved into Coosaw, I have tried to bring my career experiences to bear on issues faced by our community.  I 

would like the opportunity to continue developing & completing some of the initiatives I have started on since coming onto the 

Board, mainly dealing with our infrastructure.  We have enhanced our Capital Reserves position, which should also allow us to 

also pursue some improvements in our Physical Security. 

        

2012 OWNER’S ASSOCIATION BOARD CANDIDATES 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY—SEPTEMBER 30, 2011   

The 2011 assessment of $979 per lot represents ~90% of the anticipated income to pay for 

POA related expenses: security, landscaping, utilities, insurance, etc.  The remaining income comes 

from contractor passes and the office/storage unit rentals.  Our average monthly expenses total 

about $43,000 so the assessments are critical in order for the POA to manage ongoing opera-

tions as well as build up the reserve needed for predicted roadway maintenance, drainage  

improvements and repairs, etc. 

 

As of September 30, delinquent assessments for this year totaled $27,674 compared to $126,740 as of January 31, 

2011.  There are 31 owners who have still not fully paid their 2011 assessment—some members have made partial 

payments.  When we prepared the 2011 budget, we assumed a delinquency rate of 7%, which was $42,694.  So we 

have collected ~$15,000 more than planned due to a lower delinquency rate.  We continue to assess late fees and 

interest on each of these overdue accounts.  We have a total of ~$42,000 overdue from pre-2011 assessments, along 

with interest and penalties.  The Board continues to take all appropriate actions to collect the revenues owed the 

POA from those owners who are in arrears.  We are happy to work with owners who may need to set up payment 

plans to pay down their delinquent accounts over time. 

 

From a spending standpoint, we are 3% over budget at the end of September due to some seasonal spending but 

we expect to be on target by the end of the year (subject to decisions made regarding the POA Office building, see 

related article).  We currently have ~$380,000 in our Reserve Fund and expect the reserve to have ~$470,000 at 

year end. 

                                                                                    Jim Petros, Treasurer 

 The Board has reviewed the planned expenditures and income for 2012 and established the 

2012 Assessment for each lot owner at $999, which is a $20 increase over this years assess-

ment.  The need to raise the assessment by 2% is largely due to the planned expenditures for 

roadwork ($310,000 planned for 2012) as well as concerns over future drainage issues and the 

need to spend money on the POA Office building due to the mold and water problems.  We have 

assumed a 5% delinquency rate for 2012, which is closer to what we are actually experiencing 

this year.  This is the lowest increase in POA assessments since 2006.  

 

The Board believes this increase represents the best balance between future costs and current 

economic conditions.  

2012 ANNUAL ASSESSMENT                            



5  

 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO ALL COOSAW RESIDENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POA HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 

 

The office will be closed 

Friday, December 23   

re-open  

Monday, January 2 at  

7:00 a.m. 

 

The office will be closed Wednesday,  

November 23 at 3:00 p.m. and will  

re-open Monday, November 28th  

at 7:00 a.m. 

It has been brought to the attention of the Coosaw Creek Property Owners’ Association (POA) that 

some residents/contractors have been dumping yard waste and debris on empty lots and vacant resi-

dences in the community. 

 This is to remind you that Section 3.15 of the Coosaw Creek Covenants and the Coosaw 

Creek POA Rules and Regulations clearly states that yard waste/debris generated by landscaping 

contractors should be hauled away the same day the yard waste and/or debris is generated.  If the 

yard waste and debris is generated by the homeowner, it should be placed by the curb of their resi-

dence, NOT on empty lots or vacant residences, no more than 24 hours to the normal Wednesday 

trash pickup. 

 The POA will also be monitoring areas where this activity has been observed to determine 

the party or parties responsible for depositing debris.  If this practice continues The Coosaw Creek 

POA will issue a written warning to the property owner responsible for depositing debris on empty 

lots and vacant residences.  Further abuse of the Covenants/Rules and Regulations will subject the 

responsible homeowner to a fine and a request to meet with the Coosaw Creek Board of Directors. 

 In fairness to everyone who lives in our community, the Coosaw Creek POA Board requests 

your cooperation and continued support of our Covenants/Rules and Regulations, so that we can pre-

serve the beauty of our extraordinary community.                                                                           

      The Owners’ Association Board of Directors 
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           COMMUNITY & REGIONAL RESILIENCE INSTITUTE                                           

In late September a meeting of the Community and Regional Resilience Institute (CARRI) in North Charleston was held.  This 

meeting was the next phase of a web based project whose overall goal is to help communities assess their capacity to with-

stand significant disturbances and create an approach to recovery.  Phase I, generated after a major work effort, is a report 

which helps to frame the goals and introduces concepts and tools to provide a basis for future planning.  On a national level 

this effort has been supported by the Department of Homeland Security of the Office of Science and Technology. 

 

Rich Symuleski and Warren McCarl, at the invitation of Larry Hargett, Chairman of the Dorchester County Council, were 

invited both in terms of potential input based on our experiences within Coosaw related to disaster control planning and to 

listen to the status of the current phase of the project related to Community preparedness.  The Charleston and the Tri-

County areas were chosen as one of the seven communities in the Country to serve as an initial pilot of the Community Resil-

ience System. 

 

The meeting was to inform and brief attendees on the final report from Phase 1 and to initiate the next phase, the initial pilot, 

involving the selected communities.  At the meeting Coosaw representatives were able to provide information relating to our 

local activities including disaster preparedness.  Also, Larry Hargett noted Coosaw Creek’s activities in this regard.  Coosaw 

Creek representatives, along with other attendees, were invited to participate in further planning later this year.  

 

It should be noted that this initiative relates primarily to recovery and planning actions after a disaster or other significant 

event which a community or other political/geographical entity may experience and needs to be prepared to take.  The plan-

ning and the ability to take remedial action is what constitute the “Resilience "aspect of the program. 

 

Coosaw Creek, with its relatively well developed initiative related to disaster preparedness, is uniquely prepared to take ad-

vantage of such a program.   It has developed relationships and open communication capabilities with various pertinent or-

ganizations as part of the disaster preparedness planning.  We have spent a considerable amount of time in planning and 

developing potential actions steps to help us meet disasters that might impinge on our community. 

 

It would be expected that Federal and State agencies, in implementing the planning for the initiative, will improve on the cur-

rent situation of relatively weak damage assessment and resource allocation procedures post incident as an aid to recovery of 

communities.  Many questions thought still need to be addressed which is, in part, the reason for the pilot program.                                                         

Warren McCarl, Vice President, Owners’ Association 

.  

In the last three years, the POA has had close calls obtaining a 

quorum for voting at the Annual Meeting because of the low  

response of Proxies returned and low resident attendance at the 

Annual Meeting.   

This is one way you can help by returning your PROXY. 
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On Tuesday, September 20th, at the Coosaw Creek Clubhouse the Government Affairs Committee (GAC)  hosted our 

County and State Representatives—State Senator Mike Rose, State Representative Chris Murphy and County  

Council (and Chairman) Larry Hargett.  Ken Hammock took charge of staging the  

dining room for the event as well as serving delicious Hors d’oeuvres for all in 

attendance. 

 Richard Hayes, GAC Chairman, was the master of ceremonies in which he 

followed the usual format allowing each  representative to speak for ten minutes.  

Although, Senator Rose did run over the time limit.  Senator Rose informed the 

residents of a special committee, which he serves on, formed by Governor Haley.  

This committee will implement plans for the new mandated Health Care from the Federal Government.  Representa-

tive Murphy discussed his rookie session with the General Assembly, their accomplishments including a balanced 

budget.  Councilman Hargett gave an update on County Council issues.  Do you know Dorchester County is the fast-

est growing county in South Carolina and has a budget that is “in the black?” 

 The residents of Coosaw then had a chance to ask important and probing questions on critical subjects.   

Afterwards our Representatives remained for almost an hour speaking one on one with Coosaw residents.  

                                                         Richard Hayes, Chairman, Government Affairs Committee   

“MEET AND GREET” A BIG SUCCESS! 

SAFETY AND SECURITY UPDATE 

RESIDENTIAL BREAK-INS  

After the most recent E. Fairway Woods break-in and attempted break-in in August and Sep-

tember a special meeting was held at the Club on September 27th.  Letters went out to 120 

residents living on Herons Walk and E. Fairway Woods to attend this special meeting  

ONLY 20 residents RSVP they would attend the meeting. 

The evening discussion with residents, the Security Committee and NCPD  provided several 

action items:  negotiate additional street lighting with SCE&G; explore financial feasibility of various fence im-

provement/repair options; more frequent fence audits; increased collaboration with Fort Dorchester High School 

security; increased collaboration with adjacent Windsor Hill neighborhood and generally greater awareness of out 

of the ordinary activity. 

                             NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH PROGRAM 

We are also in the planning phase of starting up a Neighborhood Watch program which we 

intend to pilot in the lower part of the Coosaw Creek Community.  We are considering a lay-

ered approach and are hoping to learn from the experiences made from setting up the sustain-

ing model of our Disaster Preparedness efforts.  The Safety and Security Committee is hoping  

to  initiate such a program over the next 30—60 days.   

                                                                Torsten Kunze,  Safety and Security Committee 



8  

 

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS MEETING AND NEW CLASSES BEGINNING 

The Disaster Preparedness Committee on October 18th hosted the 

new Dorchester County, Emergency Management Director, Mr. Mario 

Formisano.  The evening showcased our community’s efforts to be pre-

pared for hurricanes, earthquakes and tornadoes.  The Committee 

presented their focus for 2012, such as CERT and Block Captain train-

ing, and incorporating Lessons Learned from past-Emergency Recov-

ery Operations across the nation.  Mr. Formisano has had extensive 

experience in “Recovery Operations” and has insights gained from 

critical  

issues such as homeowner insurance policies, the wording of key “Insurance Provisions,” and 

the lack thereof. 

 The 2011 Hurricane Season is coming to an end and as Thanksgiving approaches, we 

have much to be thankful for as a community.  Hurricane Irene, had it come ashore near 

Charleston, would have significantly tested all of us.  Most encouraging and gratifying was the 

special Committee session we had with our CERT Volunteers, Block Captains and the Com-

munity Leadership as Irene was 150 miles to the Southeast of us.  Over half of our volunteers 

attended this critical meeting and the review of our preparedness plans.  Moreover, across the 

community we now have 19 CERT Trained Volunteers, nine licensed HAM Radio Operators, a 

more robust internal communications systems, and thanks to a Grant from the City of North 

Charleston appropriate Vests and Helmets identifying key community emergency prepared-

ness roles—Block Captains, Security and Emergency Response Center Staff. 

 As we look ahead, we appreciate all of our community members who have volunteered 

their time to be part of our Preparedness Efforts.  And of course, we continue to look for volun-

teers who want to receive the CERT training or participate in nationally sanctioned FEMA 

courses.  For example, we have currently reserved five to seven training slots for the next Dor-

chester County CERT Training Course that is slated to start in late January 2012.  We are 

looking for selected volunteers to receive training on how to manage a FEMA food/water Point 

of Distribution (POD) and take a separate FEMA course on how to conduct Damage Assess-

ments.  

Over the past several months, a number of street signs, “Do Not Enter”,  

Directional Arrows, etc., have disappeared from our streets.  Replacement  of one 

of these signs costs the POA at least $100. If you happen to notice signs of these 

types in your teenager’s room, please drop the sign off at the POA Office, no 

questions will be asked.  Thank you. 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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LANDSCAPING TIDBITS 

POA ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION TO THE BOARD 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13TH AT 7PM 

THE CATHEDRAL OF PRAISE “LOFT” 

 

AGENDA FOR THE EVENING 

Election of two candidates to the Board of Directors 

Description of cumulative voting of BOD Candidates 

Mold Issue in the POA Office 

Financial  Review for 2011 

Committee Reports 

Fall is rapidly approaching and the Landscape Committee is completing an extensive update of the area between the 

Gate House and the corners of West Fairway Woods/Arthur Hills Circle. The primary focus was the removal of the 

overgrown junipers along the curbs, addition of sod to improve the overall visibility and create a more manicured 

appearance.  We transplanted many of the Lorapetalums along the inbound side to a row fronting the wood line.  

When the weather cools the plan is to trim the remaining Lorapetalums to a lower height and maintain as a lower 

hedge.  At the corners a row of Knockout Roses are in front of the existing Lorapetalums which will be lowered and 

maintained as a hedge.  A small flower bed will be included on both corners upon the planting of the winter flowers.  

Since this work began several residents have stopped to express their approval and appreciation for the new per-

spective and the clean appearance.   

The Landscape Committee suggest that residents complete an assessment of their property to 

focus on the health, size and appearance of shrubs on their property.  Overgrown, damaged or 

diseased shrubs can be removed or replaced and can often be trimmed to a lower height. For 

example, look out of a window and if the view is blocked by a shrub trim it to a point below 

the base of the window.  Next, step back and look at the beds in your yard, are they well de-

fined, clear of weeds and debris?  Keep sidewalks, curbs and driveways neatly edged.  Also, 

trimming low hanging tree limbs can provide more sunlight for your grass and shrubs and will greatly improve the 

appearance of your property. 

Coosaw Creek is a premier property in North Charleston and the Landscape Committee is dedicated to keeping the 

common areas that way.  We need each property owner to have the same dedication to his/her property so that the 

community, as a whole, projects a positive image.        

                                                                 Clint Noren, Chairman, Landscape Committee                                            


