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Mark Your Calendars!

The next round table meeting
is scheduled for 

Tuesday, September 16th at 7:00 pm 
at the Club 

Please try to attend
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Disaster Preparedness
Gatehouse News
Road Resurfacing
Architectural Review Board 
Government Affairs
Consequences
Community Awareness
Rules & Regulations
Parking



Two Board vacancies will occur in December, 2014, when Dan Svrcek, and Rich Symuleski rotate off the 
Board at the end of their current terms.  Anyone interested in running for election should contact a 
member of the current Board.  Nominations will need to be finalized by October 10, 2014 for inclusion in 
the mailing for the December Annual Meeting, scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 9, 2014, at 
the Clubhouse.

ELECTION OF 
OFFICERS
FOR THE 

2015 BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

With time consuming efforts and dedication by two of our volunteer resident lawyers, Woody Eno and 
Tom Roth, we are well on our way to completing the revision of our By-Laws. This important project 
was started back in March of this year and after several revisions, meetings and consultations, we expect 
a final draft to be produced very shortly. The goal of this project is to move our 2014 community from 
Greenwood's 1991 governance to the best model to meet the current needs and practices of our Coosaw 
property owners.

The new document will remove the antiquated provision tailored to Greenwood, strengthen the checks 
and balances on the internal operation of the Board, eliminates cumulative voting and adopts a voting 
process which will be done - not by proxy - but done either in person at the meeting or by depositing a 
paper ballot in advance of the meeting - and both types of ballots will count toward the quorum 
requirements for a meeting, elections and other matters.

There are numerous other important changes being proposed to simplify and make more efficient the 
requirements incorporated in this document including the stipulation that members vote on certain new 
capital expenditures and moving to a new CCOA dispute resolution policy. After the drafting is 
completed, including general board approval, the final draft document will be handed off to outside legal 
counsel for legal review. All this is preparation for adequate time for open and public discussion and 
consideration of a new set of By-Laws. And finally, what we hope for is a positive vote to adopt the new 
By- Laws at our annual meeting.

The community owes a debt of gratitude to both Woody Eno and Tom Roth for their extensive efforts in 
providing an excellent document to help guide the community in the coming years.

By-Laws (Revised)



Financial Advisory Committee 
July 2014 Update

Since the last CCOA Newsletter, the Committee has been busy.  The name of the 
committee was slightly changed from Oversight to Advisory to better reflect its function.  We 
thank each of the members of this important committee for their help with reviewing budget items 
and capital suggestions, and with working to develop policies and procedures for the continued 
financial health of the community.  2014 members are:

John Bennett
Steve Weise
Anthony Williams
Bill Prindle
Jim Deaton
Vicki Stier
Georgia Butler

The Committee has been busy putting together draft financial policies.  At the June 
meeting, the CCOA Board approved a new policy for Document Retention and Destruction.  This 
will help us be more structured in how we handle CCOA documents and will ensure we meet 
national HOA guidelines.

The Reserve Fund study continues to make good progress under Mike Sujka’s 
steady leadership.  They have pulled together considerable community maintenance and expense 
history on the roads, drainage, Gatehouse, mailboxes and signage, and common property.  This 
data will be updated for future needs and cost trends.   A proposed plan will be provided for 
review in the coming months.  This plan will extend out through the life of our assets and be 
subject to an annual review by the FAC and CCOA BOD. This will allow the CCOA BOD to 
better project future annual assessments and give time for community input.

The 2013 independent financial audit is starting and will be completed in the coming 
weeks. All property owners are welcome to review the completed audit when available at the 
CCOA office.

Finally we ask all property owners to bring their accounts up to date. We have 
several balances that still need to be paid.  If you need assistance in understanding your bill please 
contact Laura Bush; our property manager, and we will be happy to meet with you. We are trying 
to avoid the costs to the community and the affected owners to collect overdue accounts.  Thank 
you for meeting your obligation.



Disaster Preparedness
It’s all in the plan!!

Residents of Coosaw Creek have an advantage over the 
surrounding communities in the event of a natural disaster such 
as a hurricane or an earthquake impacting the area. That 
advantage is in the multi-year effort of many Coosaw volunteers 
in developing detailed plans on how to manage the community 
before, during and after a significant natural event.

The recent path of Hurricane Arthur just off our shore should 
remind all of us to be prepared as we proceed thru hurricane 
season.   In Coosaw we have obtained the support of many 
residents to serve as Block Captains; their primary role is to 
coordinate communications and preparations in advance of an 
event, and assist in the post-event communications and 
management in the case where a hurricane or earthquake has 
actually impacted our community.

In addition to the roles of Block Captains, we have nearly 30 
residents who have been trained through Tri-County Emergency 
programs as Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
members.   These residents have received specialized training in 
first aid, light search and rescue, incident command, and other 
topics important for first responders.  

Residents will receive communications from their Block 
Captains to assist them in planning for the hurricane season.   
You are urged to pay attention to these messages as they can 
help ensure you and your family are ready to respond as needed 
to an emergency, whether it involves having an adequate food 
and water supply, or a mandatory evacuation of the area if 
ordered by the SC Governor.

You are encouraged to review the Hurricane Guide at this link -
http://coosawcreek.com/golf/emailer2020/img/coosawcreek/
HurricanePreparednessGuide(2).pdf which contains useful 
information and recommendations to help assist you and your 
family in the event of a hurricane impacting this area.

Members of the Disaster Preparedness team recently participated 
in a Hurricane Expo at Lowe’s, sponsored by Dorchester County 
Emergency Services. Coosaw Creek was the only community 
asked to participate.   We also recently sponsored a dinner and 
training session to help kick off our planning and 
communications for our Block Captains and CERT members. 
Dr. Steve Jaume of the College of Charleston Department of 
Geology provided an excellent presentation on the recent 
earthquake damage in New Zealand and how a similar 
earthquake could impact the Greater Charleston area.

Members of Coosaw Creek 
Disaster Preparedness team 
participated in the recent Hurricane 
Expo at Lowe’s

Disaster Preparedness dinner and 
training session



GATEHOUSE NEWS:

Industrial Security Bureau System: In conjunction with the Club, we have 
installed ISB System equipment and software at the Club and Gatehouse.  This will provide improved 
security and access control at the Gatehouse.  When a non-resident makes a tee time reservation the 
Club will use the IBS System to send an electronic report to the Gatehouse.  Non-residents entering the 
property who have made such a reservation may have to show a photo ID to the Guards before a Pass 
will be issued.  There is a sign next to the door to the Gatehouse advising visitors arriving in the left 
hand lane that a photo ID may be required.

Gatehouse Remodeling Project:  You may have seen the conceptual drawing of the 
proposed modification to the Gatehouse.  The current building is over 20 years old, the workspace is 
cramped, storage and lavatory facilities are inadequate.   Over the years a number of modifications have 
been made to the electrical system which will require updating to meet current code and usage 
requirements.  We will also be looking at a replacement of the roof in the next few years.  We are now 
entering Phase II of the project where specifications and drawings will be prepared from which we can 
seek bids to conduct the work.  This topic will be an item for discussion at the Owners’ Association 
Roundtable scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 16, at the Clubhouse.

ROAD RESURFACING PROJECT:
Three competitive bids were received to
conduct resurfacing of all of Sawgrass Drive, portions of
Persimmon Woods Drive, and Sweet Gum Crossing, and patching part of 
the cul-de-sac on Fox Hollow Road.  The most competitive bid that met
The scope of work was submitted by Truluck Construction Company 
at $219,200., pending adjustment for asphalt prices when the work takes
place. Truluck’s project schedule is booked through July, we anticipate 
the work will take place in early August.   An EMAIL Blast will be sent 
out when the project start date has been fixed.

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD UPDATE

MAKING EXTERNAL CHANGES TO YOUR HOME OR YARD?
Our Covenants require the Coosaw Creek Architectural Review Board's (CCARB) review and 
approval for external modifications to Lots and Homes. Not all changes require CCARB involvement 
however, it is always best to be safe. Call the Owners Office at (843) 767-9000 ext. 223 or 224 for 
advice on ARB matters or to submit an ARB application for consideration of approval for 
improvements to your yard or home. 

Our community has matured and very few lots are available for building new homes. As such, 
maintenance and improvements to landscaping, walkways, decks, roofs, and  screened porches are 
the bulk of ARB applications.  The CCARB meets twice monthly for formal reviews but we try to 
respond promptly to time sensitive requests.  We really appreciate our resident's cooperation in 
communicating with CCARB. 



The major issue at hand which the Government Affairs Committee has been following 
relates to the Collins Property which abuts Coosaw Creek along the border behind the Fifth 
Hole.  Currently it is understood that this part of the Collins property is going for its second 
reading for the proposed rezoning change to "Agricultural" soon.  This indicates that the 
proposed amendments have not been altered to this point from the first reading and the 
likelihood is that it will pass and continue to be favorable to Coosaw Creek. 

The more general aspect as related to the broader property interests along our border and 
pointing toward the Palmetto Commerce Parkway is that these interests will be resolved as 
we had originally hoped due to the diligence of our City Council Representative Ron 
Brinson in following the course of the discussions and keeping an eye on the various 
aspects of the rezoning and annexation process.  It is clear without this close attention to 
the aspects of the general process this might have not turned out as well as it did in terms 
of Coosaw’s interests.

It is anticipated that a meeting with Lennar (developers of the property lying along the 
border of Coosaw Creek, and  in part, along Buck Creek Court and the east end of 
Persimmon Woods Drive) will be held to deal with the fencing related to our joint property 
lines.  Such a fence will likely be placed in the specific easement that was negotiated 
previously with Lennar and was recognized by both parties although the specifics need to 
be addressed.

On September 15th at 7pm there is an upcoming meeting between the President of our 
Property Owners' Association, Dan Svrcek, and the Dorchester County Council to ask for 
funds and future support in order to permit adequate maintenance of the wetlands, which 
include wetlands within our borders as well as wetlands in adjoining areas and 
communities.  This is an important issue with the burst of development of various aspects 
of the communities in our area.  This leads to the importance of preventing and removing 
any potential blockage to the drainage and flow of storm water to outflows tracts. This will 
become an important and perhaps a critical issue to the area in general as more 
development and construction occurs.

Government Affairs 
Committee Report



What would you think if your next community newsletter informed you that it would be the final issue and that your 
Home Owners Association will be disbanded? The board of directors has resigned and there will be no more regime 
fees collected. Sounds great, doesn't it?

If it were to happen, what would it really mean? Entrance to the community could no longer be maintained or 
seasonal flowers planted; no gates or gate security personnel; anyone and everyone could come and go at any time; 
common areas would become overgrown and snake-infested due to lack of funds for a contractor to clean.

Tree removal would be done by nature. No upgrades or improvements to the community - ever.
There is no enforcement of Rules and Regulations or The Architectural Review Board. They have all resigned so 
they could return to more pleasurable activities.  If you're someone who consistently ignores restrictions, sneaks 
projects past without architectural approval and berates the duties of the volunteers of the committees, you are now 
delighted.

What will you think later when the resident across the street parks the cab of his big rig on the front lawn?

Trash containers, wheelbarrows and ladders stored anywhere and everywhere in plain sight? No problem.

Want to raise hunting dogs for sale? Sure. Why not?

How about when the next-door neighbor opens a boat and auto repair shop in his garage and there are vehicles in 
various stages of repair in the driveway? Who are you going to call?

What will you do when the value of your home sinks and nobody wants to buy it? You won't be able to move to 
that nicer community that has covenants and restrictions which protect THEIR property and quality of life.

Fortunately, none of these scenarios has happened. Yet.

Your POA board and committees work hard to make sure that this doesn’t happen.  They attend meetings, plead for 
cooperation and beg for volunteers. They pinch pennies until Lincoln hollers.

Do you help or hinder the process? Do you volunteer to help?

Are you part of the problem or are you part of the solution for keeping your community a pleasant, respectful and 
beautiful place to live?

Excerpted from Letters to the Editor, Post and Courier, April 21, 2014
and modified with permission of the author.

S. M. Salmon
Runnymede Lane
Summerville

Consequences



UNLOCKED CARS 
A THIEF'S DREAM 

COME TRUE

Thus far in 2014, we have had 8 
automobile break-ins reported to the North 
Charleston Police Department (NCPD). The 2 
most recent incidents occurred in late May. All 
break-ins were classified as unforced entries by 
NCPD - meaning the owners had failed to lock 
their vehicles. All of the thefts from the 
vehicles occurred overnight. 
The break - ins occurred in all areas of Coosaw 
Creek. The thefts included large amounts of cash 
and several handguns, as well as various 
electronic devices.

The NCPD views these break-ins as crimes of 
opportunity. As long as we have residents 
who continue to leave unlocked vehicles 
overnight, we will continue to have vehicles 
entered and thieves will take whatever is of value 
and can be easily carried away. According to the 
NCPD, the thieves likely try door handles and if a 
car is locked, they move on.

The way to break this trend is for all residents to 
ensure they lock their car doors every night. 

Surrounding areas have higher number of break-
ins, including many forced entries. Keeping 
vehicles locked, and not storing valuables in your 
vehicles, is strongly recommended by the NCPD 
and the CCOA as a means of greatly reducing the 
likelihood of this trend continuing.

And PLEASE be sure to report any break-ins, or 
attempted break-ins, to both the NCPD and the 
CCOA so we can fully track activities in our 
community. CCOA office 843-767-9000 ext. 223 
or 224.

The non-emergency N.C.P.D 
phone number is 

843-743-7200.

North Charleston Police 
Department Non-Emergency 
Reporting
Whenever anyone witnesses a violation of law 
(illegal operation of golf carts, trespassing, 
illegal use of fireworks, rowdy parties, loose 
animals, suspicious activity, etc.) you should 
immediately call the North Charleston Police 
Department non-emergency number 
(843 743-7200) and provide as much accurate 
information as possible. Of course, if it's a 
genuine emergency, call 911 immediately.
It does no good to first call the gate guards or 
the P.O.A. office since they are not a witness 
to the violation, they do not have all the facts 
and calling them first will only delay a police 
response. Obviously, some of the necessary 
information reported to the Police should at 
least include the day, time, location, who or 
what is involved, a description of any persons, 
vehicles or golf carts, etc. Help keep our 
community safe and report suspicious activity 
or other violations of law to the N.C.P.D. at 
their non-emergency number as soon as a 
situation is discovered or observed.



Trash and Yard Debris Regulations
Logs, Limbs, Brush and Stumps must be placed in a separate pile. The size of such materials is limited by N.C. 
Public Works to four (4) feet in length and six (6) inches in diameter.
Leaves and Grass Clippings - Leaves and grass clippings will be picked up if they are placed in clear plastic bags 
in a separate pile. They are picked up on a weekly basis on the same day garbage is collected.
TRASH SET OUT IN MIXED PILES CANNOT BE COLLECTED - IT MUST BE SEPARATED.
Trash should not be placed out earlier than 24 hours prior to the scheduled pickup day and empty trash 
containers must be removed from the curb by nightfall of the same day.
Prior to pickup, receptacles and debris should be garaged or hidden in a screened area completely out of view. No 
trash receptacles should be exposed to view from the street, golf course, or adjoining properties at any time. This 
is to include the front, side and rear yards.

Please obey 
our

25 mph speed 
limit!!

Parking on the street overnight
Except for unusual and short-term occasions, residents and their guests should not routinely park on the street.
All parking is prohibited on a sidewalk, within an intersection, on a crosswalk, or in front of a private or public 
driveway.

Please report violations to our office staff or any board member.  (767-9000 ext. 223 or 224) 
poaofficemanager@coosawcreek.com

And please remember, any time you are hosting a function at your home it is important to have all your guests park 
on the same side of the street as your property. Our roads are narrow and we shouldn't impede the response of 
emergency vehicles or the safe travel of our residents.


