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Trees: 
Thanks to Mother Nature's most recent ice storms, our beautiful Oak and Pines trees have undergone 

considerable pruning, including those hard-to-reach upper limbs. Our property owners and North 

Charleston public works have done a splendid job of clearing the dead-fall and our neighborhood is 

returning slowly to normal. We truly value our trees and the wooded setting they provide for our 

custom built homes and shaded pathways. The CCARB and City of North Charleston work closely 

together to inspect and approve the removal of certain problem trees in Coosaw and with the 

objective of preserving our natural habitat. All trees 8 inches in diameter that are 4 feet above the 

ground require approval by the CCARB and the City prior to removal. Trees within ten feet of your 

homes, diseased trees, trees that interfere with driveways and such are candidates for approved 

removal. Applicants for tree removal approval must consider replacement trees or plantings. As a 

reminder, approval for removal of problem trees includes the requirement to grind or cut stumps to 

ground level or below. 

Landscape Plan: 
With spring's arrival, most of us will be working in our yards to revive our landscaping. The CCARB 

recommends that the services of landscaping architects or design professionals be used in preparing or 

modifying your plan. A drawn-to-scale plan view of your lot should be presented to the CCARB 

showing major modifications to landscaping that should include the sizes, quantities, and locations of 

plants to be installed which will then be kept on file according to you Lot number with the CCARB.

Fountains, Statuary Elements, and Flagpoles: 
Fountains and statuary elements that conform to and /or compliment the general "Southern 

Traditional" architectural style of the neighborhood will be permitted. CCARB review and approval of 

such elements is required prior to installation. Flag or banner poles having a maximum height of 25 

feet may be placed on the lot within the property line setbacks. No exposed clotheslines are 

permitted.

Drainage Plan:
Installing walkways, pools and decking, and patios increase storm-water runoff that invades 

neighboring lots or Club and Open spaces. Before installation of these amenities the CCARB must 

review and approve the installation and accompanying drainage plan to handle runoff to 

neighborhood storm-water drains. Make applications to the CCARB.
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North Charleston Police Department

Non-emergency Number 

(843) 743-7200

CCOA Board Signs Ethics Code

Recently your Board of Directors signed a Code of Ethics 

document to further ensure the Coosaw owners that high 

standards of oversight and decision-making will be upheld.

Using a standard Code of Ethics developed by Community 

Associations Institute (CAI), the Board reviewed the 

document and produced this Code tailored to Board 

members.  Each CCOA Board member agreed that these 

were standards of community leadership that the Board 

wanted to meet.  [Note:  CAI is an organization dedicated to 

building better community governance. CAI provides 

information, education and resources to all community 

association stakeholders, including community managers 

and homeowner leaders.]

The Code of Ethics is posted on the POA Website 

(www.coosawcreek.com) under POA / Documents.  Our 

thanks to CAI on providing the free original Code of Ethics 

from their website that was used to produce our CCOA 

Code.



Financial Oversight 

Committee
CCOA Financial update March 2014.

The Coosaw Creek Owners’ Association Board Of Directors

re-established the Financial Oversight Committee.  The First 

meeting will be held in March.  We want to thank all those who 

volunteered to serve on this committee.  We had an excellent 

group with varied backgrounds that met the goals of the Owners’ 

Association.

We received such a good response we are able to establish sub-

committees to look at other key areas.  The FOC will be 

establishing groups for, Common Property reserve funding, 

Insurance, and Financial Policy and Procedures, as well as the 

general oversight of operations to maintain cost and expense 

control.  

These groups are crucial to establishing a comprehensive five year 

plan for maintenance of the common property and to ensure we 

have the funds available as needed.   This plan will in fact extend 

out through the life of our assets and be subject to an annual 

review by the FOC and CCOA BOD going forward.  This will allow 

the CCOA BOD to better project annual assessments into the 

future and give time for community input.

The CCOA BOD completed the 2012 financial audit with our 

independent auditor at our February board meeting.  There were 

no major concerns and all accounting procedures have met GAAP 

practices.  The 2013 audit will get underway shorty and will be 

completed by mid-year.  All property owners are welcome to 

review the audit at the CCOA office.  During the Spring 

Roundtable we will be presenting the YTD financial position, 

current cash flow, fund balances and 2014 budget tracking.  As of 

February we are doing fine.

Finally we ask all property owners to bring their accounts up to 

date. We have several little pesky balances that need to be paid.  

If you need assistance in understanding your bill please contact us 

and we will be happy to meet with you.  We are trying to avoid 

the costs to collect overdue accounts.

Thank you for your support.



Speeding
Presented by Safety and Security Committee

Your board continues to receive complaints about speeding in our community. This is 

both unlawful and dangerous. In the past our residents, the board and committees have 

discussed installing speed bumps throughout the community. The idea has been 

rejected on every level as too disruptive to traffic flow, the need to post warning signs 

on both sides of the road, cost and the impediment to emergency service response. We 

have had our off duty N.C.P.D. Officers enforce our 25mph speed limit and issue 

summons to violators. Unfortunately, some of the fines were quite severe and the 

points against a drivers license resulted in an outcry by those found guilty of moving 

violations. As a result, the off duty N.C.P.D. Patrols have been significantly reduced.

So, we don't want speed bumps and we don't want to be ticketed for breaking the law. 

Yet, speeding and other traffic violations continue. The board has an obligation to 

protect our residents and visitors to the greatest extent possible and this includes the 

control of speeding. If we continue to receive complaints about speeding and running 

STOP signs we will have no choice but to reestablish and increase patrols by the N.C.P.D. 

with the emphasis on all traffic violations. We may also have to revisit the installation of 

speed bumps.  It will be too late to address this important issue after there has been an 

accident.  A child struck by a speeding car or golfers hit crossing the street would be a 

tragic situation that we MUST avoid.

Residents should also remind their visitors that they need to observe the 25mph speed 

limit when driving in the community. The OA will work with Allied Barton to ensure that 

visitors, contractors and delivery vehicles are reminded of our speed limit as they enter 

the community.

The posted speed limit throughout the community is 25 mph.

Please obey our speed limit!



Even in winter, grass, trees and bushes are alive, but the toll from the harsh winter cold and ice may have 

affected them. Expect to see damaged areas in your turf and ornamentals this spring. Please be 

prepared to make some repairs. Using good amendments and helpful treatments now, in the late winter 

and very early spring, will make a huge difference this summer! Talk to your landscape contractor or the 

helpful folks at a nearby landscape supply store. Another excellent resource for many questions you may 

have is Clemson University’s Home & Garden Information Center. Look for it online.

Another part of our yards that takes a beating in this extreme cold weather is the irrigation system. We 

recommend that you turn on your system and check all elements to make sure they are working properly. 

If you find one or more that’s not working correctly you should examine those elements and repair as 

necessary. 

We have transplanted some of the shrubs on the inbound side of the entrance. We intend to replace the 

remaining landscape elements around the guard house once a decision is made on the gate house 

alterations. We are nearing the end of a multi-year program to bring the twenty-year old plantings at the 

entrance area back into good balance. Pretty soon everyone will be out, freshening up their yards and 

turning Coosaw Creek back into the beautiful neighborhood that it is!
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It’s That Time of Year Again for Lawn Maintenance



COOSAW CREEK OA GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

The Government Affairs Committee has been following several important issues for the Community. 

Last fall, with very little notice, the North Charleston Planning Commission began processing an application for 

rezoning the entire Palmetto Commerce property corridor to M-1, or generally commercial and light 

manufacturing. The Coosaw Creek Governmental Affairs Committee routinely monitors such zoning changes and 

immediately noticed some issues for the neighborhood. One is that the application covered property bordering 

Coosaw, namely the wetlands and the “Collins property” along the golf course’s fifth hole which we have come to 

call the “Cow Farm.”  All of this property is in Charleston County, and Charleston County Council at the time was 

advancing a plan for a regional recycling facility.  Another issue was that the zoning requests were in some 

regards inconsistent with master zoning maps previously approved. 

Our vigilance became a tool for our City Councilman, Ron Brinson, who managed to convince the political powers-

that-be to suspend the application for the rezoning to M-1 and begin deliberative talks with the bordering 

residential neighborhoods, including Coosaw Creek, Indigo Palms and Coosaw Preserve.

Councilman Brinson, working with his Council colleague Dwight Stigler, has reported the following:

-Mayor Keith Summey has been supportive and helpful in assuring rationale and logical zoning for the boundary 

properties in the Palmetto Commerce corridor.

-The wetlands boundaries with Coosaw and Indigo Palms are covered by federal law and conservation easements 

provided by the property owners. Most of these wetlands and the “Cow Farm” will now be rezoned 

“agricultural.” In fact, the S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control has issued a permit for a four-

acre “agricultural pond” which is now under construction.

-Coosaw will be separated from the proposed Charleston County recycling plant by three-quarters of a mile which 

will include the newly zoned “agriculture” property and the ascending construction materials landfill which pre-

dates Coosaw Creek by about 10 years.  (There will be neither a landfill nor a “dump” associated with the 

proposed recycling plant, according to a direct declaration made to this writer and Coosaw Owners Association 

President, Dan Svrcek, on February 24, 2014, by the vice chairman of Charleston County Council, Elliott Summey, 

during a tour of the boundary properties. Councilman Brinson was also on this tour. )

- Owners of the Collins property will be asked to consider installing and maintaining a property line band of pines 

and or cedars along the fifth hole fairway boundary. (We will report later as to this request.)

Of course, we will have to keep a keen eye to make sure that these commitments and understandings will be 

carried out. We will be monitoring the various City meetings and discussions in order to assure ourselves that 

things will turn out as agreed.

North Charleston Police Department

Non-emergency number 

(843) 743-7200



Friendly Reminders 

for 

Trash and Debris Removal

Acceptable Trash and Debris removal

Not Acceptable Trash and Debris Removal

Please keep your trash containers and debris off our streets!Please keep your trash containers and debris off our streets!Please keep your trash containers and debris off our streets!Please keep your trash containers and debris off our streets!





Don’t tell the world you’re going away.
Posting your family’s travel plans and dates on social media sites is never a good idea. You never know who 

may read your Facebook page or Twitter feed and target your home while you’re away. Keep your 

vacation information off of the web and away from strangers.

Don’t close the drapes.
Keeping your curtains fully closed for a week or two is bound to tip people off that no one is home. So 

keep your curtains in their usual position to avoid drawing attention to your house. Just be sure to remove 

any expensive electronics or jewelry from plain sight.

Hold your mail.
Don’t let a week or more of mail spill out of your mailbox or pile up on your stoop. Play it safe by asking a 

close friend or neighbor to collect it for you. If that’s not an option, put in a “stop” order at your post office 

or online at their official web site. That way, you won’t have a big stack of bills waiting for you the moment 

you get home.

Use programmable light switches.
Leaving the lights either on or off the whole time you’re away is a dead giveaway that no one is home. 

Purchase a few programmable light switches that will turn lights on and off at set times. This will help 

create the illusion that the house is being used and help decrease the chance of break-ins.

Unplug major appliances.

You never know when a lightening storm could hit and cause a power surge that fries your flat-screen TV 

or your home computer. Even when your appliances are off, they still use electricity when they’re plugged 

in. So always unplug your appliances before you leave for trips to keep them safe and to keep your electric 

bill down.

Have a friend or neighbor help.
Leave him or her a key to water the plants and make sure the water heater isn't leaking. You can always 

bring back a souvenir or return the favor on your friend's next vacation.

American Home Shield is providing the information for general guidance only. Due to the general nature of 

the property maintenance and improvement advice in this material, neither American Home Shield 

Corporation, nor its licensed subsidiaries assumes any responsibility for any loss or damage which may be 

suffered by the use of this information.

North Charleston Police Department 

Non-emergency Number 

(843) 743-7200



BE PREPARAED FOR DISASTEROUS SITUATIONS

2014 Family Emergency Kit Preparations

Our community and surrounding Low Country areas have just come through two trying ice storms 

and cold weather.  Many area residents lost power and had to fend for themselves and their loved 

ones.  Coosaw Creek community was spared the worst of this, but we may not always be so 

fortunate.

With an eye toward preparation for other threats in our locality (hurricane, earthquake, tornado, 

sub-station damage, etc.), now is a good time to review your family emergency supplies or to 

establish your home supplies if you haven’t done so.  The City of North Charleston Hurricane 

Preparedness Guide provides considerable guidance on how to set up your family emergency kit, 

and this guide is on the CCOA portion of the Coosaw Creek website under Disaster Preparedness.  

That web document link is

http://www.coosawcreek.com/golf/emailer2020/img/coosawcreek/HurricanePreparednessGuide

(1).pdf

It addresses emergency planning and emergency kit needs regarding food, water, tools, supplies, 

and pets.  Similarly, it provides a checklist to determine if your home is ready to withstand an 

emergency situation.  Please check out this guide and be sure to get your family ready for the next 

challenging situation. 

Set aside supplies to survive 3 to 7 days at home or if you have to evacuate to an inland location. 

Essential items are water, food, first aid supplies, a flashlight, and a battery powered radio.  If you 

already have a kit, Good Work!  But remember to check it at least annually, especially to refresh 

food, water, and medical supplies.  Be ready neighbors!



Our community has a number of documents which establish rules and regulations concerning

the use of lots, easement areas, open space and common property.  Among these documents

are the Coosaw Creek Covenants, Restrictions and Limitations and the Property Owners’ Association

Rules and Regulations. The Coosaw Creek Landscaping Guidelines provide specifics for

maintenance of the areas surrounding our homes. Our landscape contractor has reported increasing

incidents of one issue, removal of pet feces, which is a major impact to their operations.

Specifically, in the common areas within the community his workers and equipment are

splattered by this fecal matter as they perform their routine work. Folks, removal of pet feces

is a resident/home owner responsibility.

Apparently, pet owners comply within areas with homes on both sides of the street, but in areas with 

homes only on one side, i.e.; East and West Fairway Woods, it is easier to just walk across the

street and leave the problem for someone else to deal with. Item 10 of the Rules and Regulations is 

labeled “Offensive Activities” and one example cited is “not picking up pet feces in common areas

such as street right-of-ways.” Offenders can be fined for this violation.

All of us should be justifiably proud of the way the common areas are being maintained by our

contractor, Horizon Landscaping Services.  We urge all pet owners to comply with the requirement

to remove pet fecal matter wherever it is deposited and assist us in keeping the

community looking first rate!

FECES PROBLEM IN THE COMMON AREAS

North Charleston Police Department

Non-emergency Number

(843) 743-7200



COOSAW CREEK OWNERS ASSOCIATION

DELINQUENT OWNER ACCOUNT POLICY 

Every Property Owner must pay the Annual Assessment as established by the Board 

of Directors each year. The Declaration of Covenant, Restrictions and Limitations of 

Coosaw Creek Country Club clearly specify that, “The Owner of each lot…, hereby 

covenants and by acceptance of a deed thereof shall be deemed to covenant and 

agree to all the terms and conditions of the Covenants AND TO PAY TO THE 

ASSOCIATION: 1) Annual assessments or charges; and 2) Special assessments…and on 

the due date set by the Association.”

Those who do not pay the Assessment by the annual due date are subject to strict 

penalties. Art. IX. Section 9.1 further provides that the assessments “together with 

such interest… and cost of collection… shall be charged and continuing LIEN on the 

land and all the improvements… if not paid by the due date.” 

30-Day Rule. Payments not made in full within 30 days after January 1, are 

automatically delinquent under the Covenants and an interest charge of 18 percent 

per annum (1.5% per month) shall begin to accrue. In addition, a monthly 

administrative fee of $35 shall be charged. A lien shall also be made against the 

property, and filed in the manner determined by the Owners Association (OA). The 

OA staff and accounting firm will keep a list of unpaid accounts and make reasonable 

efforts to contact each delinquent individual by email, letter, phone and in person –

and keep a record of the efforts made and the results.

60-Day Rule. Payments not made either within 60 days or where any unpaid balance 

exceeds one year’s annual assessment shall be subject to the above. However, the 

OA also may suspend the privilege to obtain permits or otherwise make 

modifications, improvements or changes to the home or lot site. In addition, the OA 

may revoke the privilege of entry by automobile or other motor vehicles. The OA may 

also suspend the privilege to admit visitors or contractors on the Owner’s behalf and 

revoke “Permanent Guest List“ entitlement. Except, ARB or other permits and guest 

and contractor privileges will be granted on an emergency basis (for example medical 

or fire assistance, flood, power outages, tree removal, or as approved by the OA in 

advance).

120-Day Rule. In addition to the above remedies, the OA may commence legal action 

to foreclose on a LIEN on the property and file an action in the appropriate court for 

PERSONAL RECOVERY of the delinquent funds from the Owner(s) of record, including 

legal fees. 

Note: The lien is against the property. The personnel recovery judgment is against the 

property owner. In order for the Association to meet it's financial obligations, your 

cooperation and in this matter is both expected and appreciated .



North Charleston Police Department

Non-emergency number 

(843) 743-7200

OA HODGEPODGE 

Reporting a Violation

If you observe a violation or unauthorized activity, 

please notify our staff at 767-9000, ext.223 or 224, 

stop in at the office or e-mail to 

poaofficemanager@coosawcreek.com and report 

the infraction with as much information as possible -

day, time location, names, etc. And please be 

advised that we never divulge the identity of anyone 

filing a complaint. Your cooperation is appreciated.

Do you need a new trash container? Is your container 

broken or damaged - Wheels falling off or missing? Holes in 

the container or container torn? Lid broken or missing 

parts? The City of North Charleston Public Works will 

replace a broken or damaged container free of charge. All 

you need to do is give them a call at (843) 745-1026 and 

provided the information they require. If you would like to 

purchase a new container the cost is $65.00 and you may 

call the same number. A letter will be sent to you along with 

a form which must be completed and returned to Public 

Works with your payment included.

Gate House Deliveries

Allied Barton guards cannot accept any packages 

intended to be delivered to or picked up by residents. 

This includes packages, envelopes, equipment, 

documents, etc. The gate guards will tell any resident or 

visitor requesting such service they are not allowed to 

accept any deliveries and refer visitors to the resident for 

further direction



Is Coosaw Becoming a “Dated” Community?

When you look around Coosaw do you like what you see or are there things you would like to see changed or improved?  Your 

Owners Association spends a great deal of time and money always trying to keep our community looking as good as we can.  

This includes landscaping, enforcement of Rules and Regulations and the Covenants and capital expenditures for many things 

that are important but you can't see (drainage, irrigation).  Your board believes all these efforts add to the value of our 

community environment, and consequently to the value of your property.  Last year the Association installed new street sign 

post and street signs to upgrade and enhance the appearance of our community.  This year the board is discussing the 

feasibility of replacing our aging mailboxes.   They are of a design which is more than 20 year old and expensive to maintain.  

An aging community does not have to become a dated community.

An observation by a fair number of residents and reports from Realtors is that many beautiful homes have overgrown 

vegetation and actually are not in compliance with our Landscaping Guidelines.  It is important that we reflect our pride of 

home ownership in such a well-established beautiful community.  The upkeep of individual homes is not only for our own self 

esteem in ownership, but that this is also the desired neighborhood prospective buyers want to become a part of.  Some 

properties are in declining condition which reflects poorly on our neighborhood.  Your elected board members and property 

management staff diligently try to bring these properties into compliance with our proud Coosaw standards but it is very time

consuming and sometimes our efforts are not well received.  All property owners need to be aware of the same standards 

that the vast majority of the community adheres to and holds in high regard.  Visit our web site, www.coosawcreek.com and 

click on the “Coosaw Creek POA” tab on the right side.  There you will find a sub-tab entitled “POA Documents” which will 

provide you with a rich resource of information, standards and requirements applicable to all property owners.  The Rules 

Regulations and Covenants are intended to establish the standards which are in the best interest of every property owner in 

our community.  Your ongoing support and commitment to their adherence is appreciated!

Your board is dedicated to maintaining, improving and upgrading the appearance of Coosaw first and foremost for our 

property owners.  But, we also want to make a positive impression to our friends, families and guests.  We want our out-of-

town golfers and visitors to go back home and say they want to live in Coosaw – what a great place!  We need everyone's 

cooperation in keeping Coosaw the number one premier community not only in North Charleston, but in all of Dorchester 

County.  Your board can and will do everything in its power to provide every service, amenity and improvement to the benefit 

of all but we really need your help.

We want to know how you feel about your neighborhood.  Do you want upgrades?  If yes, what kind of upgrades or 

improvements would you like to see? Do you want improvements to our common area landscaping?  Are you satisfied with 

our gate security?  Do you support strong enforcement of our Covenants, Rules and Regulations and other committee policies 

and procedures?  Are you happy or unhappy with the overall appearance of our community?   We need your input.  Our 

community is an aging one, there's no denying that but, we don't have to be a declining one.  All it takes is the cooperation, 

support and personal responsibility of our residents to protect our investments and our beautiful environment.  Coosaw Creek 

needs to be the gold standard for Dorchester communities.  Please contact any board member or call or e-mail our office staff 

and voice your opinion and concerns.  We need to know.  Thank you.



COOSAW CREEK ‘S ROADS AND DRAINAGE COOSAW CREEK ‘S ROADS AND DRAINAGE COOSAW CREEK ‘S ROADS AND DRAINAGE COOSAW CREEK ‘S ROADS AND DRAINAGE 

The year 2013, especially the winter into 2014, has adversely impacted Coosaw’s roads, and storm 

drainage systems.  The high frequency of precipitation, coupled with freeze/thaw cycles that occurred 

this winter, has accelerated the rate of cracking in our roads, commonly called, “alligatoring.” 

Last July and August, we conducted a thorough examination of the surfaces of our roads and identified 

areas requiring re-milling of the pavement and resurfacing.  We also marked all large cracks that require 

sealing.  On September 5, 2013, we sent Requests for Proposals, “RFP’s”, to three large repaving 

companies.  Despite numerous follow-up calls and two follow-up letters, it has been difficult to get 

responses from these firms.

The excuses that have been given are that the firms are back-logged with work due to rain and a turn-

around in the economy which has triggered development.  Our current project will cost $200K to $250K, 

in a current market where paving jobs are in the multimillion dollar range.  The firms were much more 

responsive when we did major road work in 2009, but the construction industry was in a slump at that 

time.

In late February, one of these firms did inspect our roads and has recently submitted a proposal.  Another 

smaller firm we have identified has done likewise.  Since the proposals differ somewhat in content and 

scope, we are working with these companies to develop comparable proposals for evaluation.  Another 

firm has also expressed interest and we are trying to obtain a third proposal so that all bids received can 

be reviewed, and a decision made by the Board at its March 26th, 2014 regular monthly meeting.  If we 

can accomplish this, we will describe the project in detail at the April 15th , 2014 OA Roundtable.  (We are 

basically on a timing schedule comparable to where we were in 2009, so we should be conducting the 

road work envisioned this June.)

With regards to the drainage, the heavy rains and freeze/thaw cycles have impacted some of our French 

Drains and Curtain Drains that have been installed in our yards.  These are located immediately behind 

the curbing.  If the drain lines collapse or are pulled out from the drain box to which they are attached, 

the result will be a sink hole.   We are repairing the drain lines and sink holes when they occur.  If you see 

a sink hole in your yard, especially if it is located either immediately behind the curb or along the 

drainage right of way on either side of your lot, please contact the OA Office so that we can inspect them 

and correct the situation if it is due to a failed storm drainage line.      


